2 F Ermation is qr in ne de; jt 
in particular#i inthisKingdome, forJ# 
the eſtabliſhment of weaker judgeap [1 
_ pg AND q 
Many other things impartial rinks 
ted, to afurther forty of Truth and | 
$4 "Edt many.or our RE controverll 6% n þ 
With ſome | I 4 
Maximes of Reformation. 


1 Cor.1 3-Is For now we weſec through aglaſſe dh a A 

] know 1upan. ; 
| x Cor.13.10. But when that which is perfeft i js come, 
| « tha which + ine; ſtall be done away. 
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To the Honourable, t 

The Knights and Burgeſſes 

| forthe County of Torkſhire, 

in the Commons Houſe: of .:: - 
Parliament, viz. | 


The Lord General - 
Fairfax, Sir William Strickland, 
Sir Philip Stapleton, $9 Henry 
Cholmley, $ir William Alt 
fon, 24r. Henry Darly, 
24. Hoyle, M. Alu- 
red, 27. Pelham, 
| 6 - 


Oe, Should exceed aw 
WR = 5 Epiſile, to ſpeak of 
BS 104 in your ſeverall 
ſpheres of-aitivity, 
one te for the adwinnce- 
ment of the cauſe of Cod , Some 
| of yee have jeoparded your 
lives in the high places of the 
Field; Some of yee offered 
Ay - you 


The Epiſtle 


your ſelves willingly among 
the people, When the great 
work of God is finiſhed, the names 
of thofe ſhall be ſought for that 
ave atted for him , and it ſhall | 
be ſaid, W hat honour and dig- 
nity hath been done to CHor- 
decai for this 2 Tow that . work 
both for God & your Countrey, 
ſhall bee recorded both in the 
Chronicle of Heaven & Earth: | 
And ye are the more eminent in 
this, that ye have ſate out the A- 
poſtacies , and unfortunate fai- 
lings of Jo many ( preſerved | 
through the power of Chriſt) | 
They went out from ye , be- 
cauſe they were not of yee : 
And ſuch &s the quality of your 
employment , that ye may learne 
to be at once both Saints , and 
Stateſmen, 7» this work : for the 
aaily opening of the ſecrets of 
affairs before ye , both religious 


and. 
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Dedic atory. ; 
axd civill , may make your houſe 
4 Senate and a Temple ; aud 
the more ſpiritually ye work in 
State-affairs, ye act 14 a higher 
capacity then common Stateſmen, 
or formey Parliaments, 

' My prayer is for ye, That ye 
may be. ſtedfaſt' and unmove- 
able, alwayes abolinding in 
the work-of the Lord, know- 
ing that your labour ſhall not 


beinvain in the Lord, 


So prayes your Servant, 


John Salemarſh, 


aw 


To the Worthy and Eminent 
| Committee in the County of 


Haye through the providence of 
God been ſeated in the influence 

.of your.government , where 1 

haye enjoyed , as others of that 
place have done, a peace and ſetwriry, 
while many places of the kingdome 
hear the e-dlarms of War, and put on 
garments rolled is blood. The Lord, 
who is the mighty .Connſellonr ; hath 
poured out a ſpirit of Wwiſdome and 
counſell upon you. and ſo long as you 
aQ inthe ſtrength of him, and in re- 
lation to him, you ſee you have ſal- 
yation for Wals and Bulwarks. 

You have much experience of God 
(as I have obſerved ) in the conduct 
of your affairs, which hath not only 
been advantagious to the publick, 
and to the peace of your own Coun- 
trey; but exemplary to others abroad, 
and the more you go on to involve 
your ſelves into the cauſe of God, 


the greater ſhare you may look for 
in 


in the Honoxr, and Happineſſe, and 
Succeſſe of it. 

You know well (norneedI remind 
you) how the #»tereſt of your Coun- 
ty is wrapped up.in that prblickand 
Parliamentary aſſociation, w*Þ while 
you preſerve (through the bleſſing 
of God) as you do, in that conſtitu- 
tion, you may expedt to live by the 
ſame line of proſperity you have 
done, And ſo prayes, 


Your Servant, 


lobn $ alimarſh, 
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To Mr. Tho. Fuller, 


the Author of a Book entitu- 


led, Truth maintained: at 
'Oxforgs, or elſewhere. 


"A. S youaccuſed me once 
,of haſte in my Obſerva- 


tions upon your Book, 
ſo you may now charge a de- 
lay upon me for the AnſiyerT 

am preparing to your ſecond 

Treatiſe : my interruptions | 

have bin many, yet the Truth 
I defend , T' hope will over- 

take you at length, though you | 
fer forth long before me: I | 
ſhall deale better with you, | 
then you have done with me, | 
to ler youſce our uſage on this | 
ide of 0:xford hath more cha- | 
rity ; for 1 ſhall fairly interprer 
the good,and cancidly reject _ 
ad: 


bad : 1 could with you would 
prevent me in comming over 
ro our preſent Reformation, and 
ſo you may ſatrsfie the queſtion 
better. Yet, Sir, we might 
both do better ro hearken ro 
our learned Umpire, My. Herle,, 
who tels us, How needleſſe fur- 
ther diſputes were about Reforma-. 
tian, by how much Reformation 1s- 
neceſſary. b 


—__—— —_. 


| The Preparatory. 


Have in this ſhort diſconrſe la- 
laboured to give you rather 
the ſpirits and extraftions of 

thipes, thes to write at large; 


.and to point only to the advance- 


ment of truth azongFft ws : for 7 


ſaw ſo many plunged in the con- 
troverſies of our times, that it 
had been good ſome of them were 


either well out , or had never 


comein, for the diſputes which 
only before warmed us, have 
"now ſet ws all on lame, and we 
have reaſoned our "judgements 
much beyond thoſe boundaries 


in the Word, of Jr peace, and 


edification : Diſcourſes of this na- 
thre ought to be free and peaceably 


bold ; for the foule is more at li- 


 berty for debating , where the 


leſſe 


— — —  — 


The Preparatory, 


leſſe ingagement or intereſt ap- 
pears, elſe the enquiries ca be 
but narrow and impartiall : 1 
hope 1 need make no larger Apo- 
logy for my plain dealing with 
all. 1 have writ little conclufive 
or poſitive : Determinations be- 
ing not the proper work of us that 


ſtand below, who only aime at 


oyling the wheeles inthis great 
work , And whileſt we are but on 
the way to"Reformation, in pc- 


remptory concluſions , and final 
inferences , "there may be more © 


haſte then good ſpeeed. 


I theught that openings and diſ-. 
 coveries of this nature would help 


to 4 more ſolid and clear firmati- 
on in the truths received, for 


- there is nothing brings greater 
_ unſertlement, then arguing 
things halfe way : and therefore . 

or Reverend Afſembly are nor 
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The Preparatory. 
not to be accufed of any unncceſſa- 
ry delay in things of ſo high conſti- 
aeration. | 

I have writ in expreſsi0ns not 
popular , for we ſhould not be too 
much the peoples , till the light 
we held out were well quit of the 
vapors that darken it , not that 
1 decline the multitude, ſave 0n- 
ly in order of time, and there are 
certain cautions in the Y Vord for 
not revealing or communicating 
700 ſuddenly. | : 
 Haſt thou faith * have it to | 


thy {elf before God, Rom. 14. 


Take heed leſt by any means 


'this- liberty of yours become 
a ſtumblingblock ro them-thar 
are weak, 1 Cor.8, © 


I *'have yet many things to 
ſay unto you', bur you cannot 


-bcarthem now. 1ohn 16.12. 


And 


" Ie 


v # vyE we 
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' The Preparatory. 


And he communicated only 
privately, with ſome that were 
of reputation, Acts. 

If 1 be thonght by any to ſpeak 
t00 favourably of things ſo gene- 
rally diſſented from : 1 defire 


city Iwrite ; not as one that delj- 
vers poſetions to the world, but as. 
one that would fain ſee what is 
the grounds or ſecret that the Pre- 
lates and ſome amongit us -axe 
concentred in thi, tocall all other 
Hereticks azd .Schiſmaricks , 
who may be foundperhaps to dif- 


fer but as the. ſtronger and. weak- 


er Chriſtians , who thouzh one 


eat herbs, and another regard 


a day, do it both to the. Lord. . 
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CONSIDERATIONS 
In - 
REFORMATION. 


F N Onſfider, that the Con- 
(_ rroverkc of our times a- 
— monegſt ſome, take up the 
application ef them ſo whol- 
ly, as a few particular truths 
are made their only bufineſlc, 
and the poſitive work of ſal- 
vation little advanced , Theſe 
ought we to have done, and not 
70 leave the other undone. 
Conſider, that the meaſure 
of grace 1s not equal in all, nor 
the degrees of /:2ht the ſame; 
and this hath ever brought 
forth in the practice of the 
goaly, according to the cxam- 
ples in Scriptures, an indulgen- 
cy and godly prudence towards 
one 
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Conſdtrations, 

- one another; and this would 
| be a ſeaſonable conſideration 
in theſe times of Reformation, 
where all cannot bear the 
truths revealed to ſome; and . 
inthe e#abliſhment of Reforma- 
| t/0p to come, where if all the 
truths be not ſerled that many 
defire, yet ſo much may bee 
ſerled as ought rather to bee 
rhe obje& of. godly indul- 
gency & praiſe, then ſcandall 
and murmuring ; and to bleſſe 
God for our yery removes 
from Popery 8 Prelacy: into 
the Reformation to come,. yet 
ſo,as this be no caution againſt 
the peaccable teſtimony of 
thoſe, for the greater ad- 
vancements in the worthip or 
government of God , whom 
God ſhall ſtir up. 

Conſider that the warres in 
rhe. 


Conſiderations. F.> 


the ſeverall Srates of Chri- | 
ſtendomie , as' Germany , Den- | 
mark, Italy, Ireland, England, 


&&c. are but pieces of the great 
work, and preparatories, and 
fall in- their feverall degrees 


and orders into the defigne of | 
God for his Church , and the 


ruine_ of Antichriſt,” and are 
not. to be lookt upon as pieccs 
and ſplinters that -brake- out 
from confuſed troubles: rhere- 
fore when you hear of wars and 
TUMOurs of wars, be not trou- 
bled, for the end is not yet. 

; Conſider, that unleſſs we be 
a people more ſandified by 
the ſucceſſe and meanes wee 
have,our enemies ſhall nor fall 
through any divine favour to 
us, but through the provoca- 


tion of their own ſinnes, and | 


then their ruine will ſcarcely 


be | 


Conſiderations,” 
be our ſalvation, bur they ſhall 
only have the precedency to 
be firſt in the judgement :. yer 
here we may look up at the 
prerogative of Gods. mercy 
working ſometimes above fins 
and provocations,' He went by 
frowardly in the way of his heart, 
1 have ſeene his wayes and will 
heale him, Andthere is tothis 
t05 a ſupplement in the holi- - 
neſle of the Repreſentative of 
our State,or Parliament thought 
rhe body or people of the 
Kingdome be not ſo diſpoſed 
as wecould wiſh; and this fa- 


 veda Kingdome in ofiahs and 


EXekiahs times, and may ſave 
ours. 

_ Conſider, that our dayes' of 
Faſts, &c. as they ought to be 
exceedingly advanced, we ha- 
ving experienced much by 
them, 


be} # & i a fe. SIDES .«<% - % p 
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them, ſo they may be poſſibly 
made to take up the rea// Fig 
ſubſtantiall Reformation -that 
ought to be, if our Miniſters 
 Jooke more to their-own de- 
ſigne, then Gods in them, and 
ſo the dayes and duties may al- 
moſt devour the power of god- 
lineſſe in the prattiſe , for the 
. reformation of aday is the cafier 
ty. then that of awh:le life, 


one : fad it would 


-* wer © up Sally in this; that 
F2 at bee not n ken , as it 
vere,” for the'© hal Anti- 


AEDs whom pit She a 
remedy provided , they ion 
--ſoone grow remiſſe in their 
© Conſtant practice. This I ſpeak 
A "that We eR0EP not up a Pending 
EI ſonne, 


or bs WE 34k 


Croft wiens 


ſine, with a fanding remedy: 

that it may entree, thar 
Ged loſe not any thingthrough 
mans additionall of circumſtance 
in worſhip, and becauſe I ſce 
the. very formality of the duty 
is as much lookt upon by fome 
as the auty 2 Al 1 { 
him rc to whom. it, r 
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| the: * ople, Coda and duties 
muſt have rheir right aces ; 
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©. Conſiderations. 


and Chrif.in their -gtorious 


prehemnencies inthem,and the 


People: be taught to be as con- } 
ower of godlineſs, | 


Fant inthe p | 
As occaſional, & to know Chriſt 


for the only power, both of the 


_ Auty and deliverance. 


Conſider, whether our pro- 
vocations under ſo many Prote- 
ſtations and Cquenants, be. not 
equivalent to_ that excellent 
duty of our firſt 0b{;gations 


an whether the humiliation | 
for this, ought not to be'as- 
ſolemne as the League.and Co þ1 


wenant, and as Nationall, © - 
Conſider, that our: debates 
government , have .'not been 
afiſted with any *publick of 
particular acknowledgement 


of former and preſenc ſuperſti-- 
rious inclinations both 1n'Mi- 


niftery 
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and diſputes about worfh;p and þ, 
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Formation : and if fo, let us en- 


Peers, eſpecially any thar ſtand 


©. © Conſiderations 
Iniſtery and- people, and with. 
4any publick or particular ſeek- 
Jing God, for revealing his will 
Jin this preſent Reformation to 
Js :-thi; may make us ſo long par 
Þn ſecking. - SY 
| Conſider , whether all of 
Prelacy be removed, as well 
their vitiouſneſle and ſuper- 
tirions, and that none of their 
pride, ſuperciliouſnefle , and 
ff-ſceking be left behinde in 
þs, and any of onr own Mint- 


Þbove others in place of Re- 
peavour the extirpation - of it 
dy vertue of our Covenant, 
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of REFORMATION: 
is opened... 
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Eing to treat @ M-che arhy 
& the: creature DARIN 
- ſpeak of the. 4 
Creator, of G O-Dhi Which: 
to deeply and unſ-2d Ting aid- in 
this own Efſexce, cach perſon inhe!; . 28+ 
ahead ubſilting 'in the lame: ing 23s ob 
HOKE dnene(ſe.or bring, 4pd ſo aQing V5 ">. 
abroad adeilonziallyyndjncrinſeatly Þ Pſal.8.5. 4} 
__ ns CLGHIAITGs IB ns VIII Pl. I35.6, kh 
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2”  Dawnines. of Light. 

' There is not any thing created, but. 

1 hath an ixtereſt, there 1s a #aturall | 

or-phy#call intereſt; that which con--/ 

ſits in fucha being orcanſe, orin fe-* 

verall cauſes which are in conſociati- | 

on, to the producing and improving 

ſuch and ſucheffeQs z and this inter- } 

eſt is ſtrengthened and improved by 
--—rke putting forth the effects. and.cau-" 


A 3 In eyery State : as $:pſon had his locks | 
2: wherein his might Jay, ſo there 1s no 2 
So. Kingdome or State but they have | 
j. "Kings their locks, ſome complication where 
39-39- their power 'is. twifted* and* takes 
© root, and like vines caſt out them- 
{ -*=Nelvestin ſeverall-veins:and finews of 
*-.. . ; negotiation, and fo acquire improves | 
* 1. Butthere is a Supernaturall inter<: 
-: - Ff;, and thatis-it which T aimatin} 
this place,” or an #ntoreft of Reformas|- 


o =} 


| 7. row : this intereft is confiderable,} 
4 .., efthertowards-God; or towards wen}; 


- - | The: ittetclt towards God/is6ns 
2 ©. wreatgd, divine, more dinmediazajmore! * 
_. immanent," 
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= |- in;'or ineloſed, - and'ſo Radiedz qi 


3 | idcorpbrated,unore complickred, more © 


| cirenmſtantiared; more #3 wing 


| mighrbe- exalteU'1 ntoAa tranſcendens 
| ſcience, and it is pitty that now when 


| is Urayn.up into '/5/emes and a>, 


in} ſuch or fach #parr in Divinity; wopll | - 'l 
1 apply” t hither » When: as now:'they: .; \ 


al ; bounded waſher: 
ef ' ſelf out to: warreat large; ity down :» 


*. 


_ of Ligke:- - 35'S] 
1 mmanint, more pure, ard: primary; "4 
The.intereſt towards-man is'more. 


i Theſe two parts; if welt ſtudied, | 


ſeverall > yes of Reformation draws 
on, few-or-none that 1-know, elder- 
or more modern, that have much en- 
quired into the myſtery: & ſublimity, 
whereas every variety here below 


phoviſmnes, only this wanders\um Nt COL Nai es 
plearly nnder- the ſhadow»iofnanest” 2 49 
ſcience 7 beologie,, which is: ſoounbe 1 6-0 
vir/al; thar 'rhere' is not that perfc-'r 4 SM 
Aioit attained in it,as there mightbe,'- Te 
if 'like other Sciences it -were taken”+ 


then ſome whoſe: -ſpirituall 6 A 
mizht be of a complexion fitter; Fd. "2 


wanders up- and down inthe ons: - Fi 
of:iFhe ologiey:and Þ 
| liketho Philsſopher,whb layzngihia-: 


wm; B 2 w.th- . 


__—_ _ - : 


| 3s then for, the. Intereſt 
. - "Lmmeanithe./s npernaturall, intexcily; or -- 


_ know. it ies raditally in;the conn/els.. 


TT a Ef 
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created firings and  originalss; $0:48//1 | 


b 

Damwnines of Lights: 
with a narrow ſatisfaction; whereas 

the #{tronomer,, or -any other. jug /e 
 ſcienced perſon, knows eyery Karand.. 
circle, and-variation, anghath.4,more.- 
exact and particularknowledgh, then 
ſuch an univerſall contemplation gan - 
S1VE him, THT 77310 0 31 L187 
i A020 hyde Nenvy 
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 Themereated Intereſt: |: 
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reſt of Re-./ 
formation, 2s ;1t- te lates to God, - 


of God; and fublitts in his. power and 
3nfinity, and takes, not degrees and: : 
improvements here: below, ag;other-.; 
incezeſts narralliand- pofpricall do 3 
and therefore. it 1s, that;the. I»vrereft-; 
of Reformation rayes out. in ſome ages; | 
gloriouſly at :its very-tirſt riſe, && then; 
when it. ſeems to; have the. leaſt 5n- -/ .. 
gagement:or, complication belguy,, 4 -; 
but ſeemes- rachtr,ro!fow.fromW!.!. \ 


that 
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* Darvnings of Light 


"that ſcripture” holds forth, T hings 
which are ſeth, are ot made" of things 
"Which as appeare : and though ſome- 
«times'other, contraries may .ſeem to 
"have anticipated afl the intereſt, and 
"takeh bp the advantages ' beforchand, 
'vet on a/ſidden God lets out an &- 
-fiffon of lizhe; and ſpirit,” and. in a 
moment diſfintereſſes and diſpoſſeſles 
all the former, and this appeares in 
'that, 'whes the people Which ſate is 


b dirkpeſſe ſaw g reat hight, and to them Mar. 


which 7ate in Ne region 4nd ſhadow of 
. darknefſe, lg bt % « ſprung up: for as 
the appearance of Chriſt ro judge- 
-mefit,ts implied to be moment; 
"'A5 the lightning that lightneth of 04H, 


"other Uh {a ſhall alſo the Son of man 
br in hs day': now the $9y of man is 
thus in his day of Reformation,as well 
us Condemnaros ; and as in-lighe 


FE is not that. gradual alteration, 
and Prop Hy -and_ working for 
gy e: GY but « tranfufion 


nation infuch an intermi- 

Or body, becauſe there is 
litycontrary, or ob- 

D 3 Os 
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t of Lak. 
'the'vne part of heaven, ſrintth unto! he 24. | 
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Pls, and. Pur, off the « CIEAEUrE, 2 and as1t 


eeVNangy, gr. m_" s in the crea” 


Dawnines of Light. 


ſtruAive, that can put, any. impedi- 
ment to {o immaterial} a thing as 


light : So it. is in the | fm tranſ- 


faftons of grace and reformation, } 


_ when the powerand will of God car- 


ries it. and-applies it irreſiſtibly, e ot 
gion 


-aciouſly, to ſuch nd; ſuch a ſeq 


or State, or peop God being 
as it were: more Cope and 1- 
diftant, and-intrinſecal in this work, 
he will not ſometimes.admic, of any 


ſuch grofle or inferioux-artifice, and 


, Preparings, and conſociations, which 
.Argnes an impotencie in the agent 
and work: but as he is 5»finite, and 
the Creator, fo he commands the 
. reatgre to make room, and the crea- 
* ure in an obedientiall and | paſſit 1Ve. Ca- 
-Pacity opens and entertains his:di- 


ipenſations, this 1s then. when he 


=— make bare ( as it were). his 
glory,.and ſhew himſelf to. his peo- 


Were, develt | | mfclt "his intereſts 
herebelow,.& act ingre immediately 


upon. the. wor| |, and then his light 
and diſpenſation i is Carried-1 on Without 


fur CG. 


J 
ps 


«ad hae at 


þ 


# AN theſe are the very- ſame 


| _ waxeat the preſence of the Lerd : the 
earth trembles, the earth, or the moſt . 
«groſſe and apaceimpedimentr,the hils, 
F . or high obſtrattions flow down, and 
-arepowred out, when God powres 
þ .. out himſelfe in any ftrong activity 
_ upon them. | No 


. and .contemplations.. concerning it, 


'The more ors effiuxes of the 


ſations into the world by at firſt, and 


Dawnings of. Light. 7 4 
.tarc;..there is.a melting at his.pre- 
, ſence, this divine work 1s{weetly in- 
finuated;inthat Scripture, hz light- Pal. oy. 
ings enlightned the world, 8h: earth 4 5» 
ſaw and tremblea, the hills melted like 


'., . The woxk of Reformation. being 
of this nature in part, and ſuch an.im- 
mediate efflux of Godin Chriſt, we 
ſhould riſe into higher conceptions 


and find out the irereft on which it 
turns, in the moſt ſpirituall motions 
and beginnings. 


Intereſt, With a-Cantion. +. 


which God brought his D#ſpen- 


B 4 carried 
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| Moſes & Joſhna, God carrying them Þ 
Jud.3-15- Then the Lord raiſed th:m #92 a Deli- 


| Ezra 1.1, as thoſe concerning Cyrm , The Lord 


[Nch.29$, cerning Artaxerxes, And the Kin 


Efk.9.1, 


 Dawnings of Light. 
carrted on his truths on a 'waked pow- 
er, witnelle all his miraculous atings:| 
for his Law, and Church then underi} 


on by a mighty hand, and afrerunder |] 
ſeveral Feages,8 by ſuch ſudden light- F 
nings of mercy, when all their own 
intereſk was'loſt & overflowed by the } 
enemies, as the Scriptures intimate ; } 


OE" 


verer. The ſudden reſtoring of the 
worſhip under Aſa, Fehoſhaphat, He- 
zrkiah, Joſiah: And ſo the raiſing of 
' the Temple under {5ras/and Darin, | 
- the-expreſſions all hold ont the woſf 
high, and divine rifings, and attings , 


 ftirred up the-ſpirit of Cyrus, andthen 
roſe np the rs of Benjamin, and 
Judah, with at them Whoſe ſpirit God 
had raiſed to go up : and as theſe con+ 


granted me ( ſayes Nehemiah) accora- | 
s2g tothe goed handof God upon me , 
and then I told them of the hand of my * 
God which Was good upon me: And in 
the time of Mordecai, And in that 
very day that the e1..mies of the Fews | 

| hoped 


Dapnings of Leght: 


| hoped to. have rule over. them, it was 
| turned to the contrary, and the Jews 


| had rale.over them. And thus the Re- 
1] formation. under. the,. Goſpel was 
| carried on;by, a pre heavenly. work, 
and immediate concurrence; The Mark. 16. 
Lord. ( [aith'the Scripture ) working 2%: 

. with them, and confirming the word 


with hanes fallowing, evd many of 


| them wh, h, h:ard the word beleeven ,. | 
and the number of the men was about AQ.a.4. 7 4 a 


five ehouſand, all on a ſudden : Thus 
the Intereſt of Reformation , or the 
Gefpel. , lay then moſt” in the »aked 
and immediate poWer- of God, ſubſiſt-. 
ingin his very omnipotencie,; and ſo 
in divers ages tothis; though in a 
particular. account from Bceleſs - 
aſticall Story, we may ſoon be led in- 
to ſome falſe experiments ofthis #n- 
reef; for it wasa luxuriancie in ſome 
of them-, to-pur' down ſome mira- 


 enlous paſſages, or ſtories , which in- 


deed are very queſtionable ; for the 
yy ſterie of, 1niquity working higher 
EVEry. age then.other, the learning of 
after times, partly in an eafic and cor= 


» Te -pbety , 'and- partly 1 1n;a policie1 ro 


BS = 


10: 


elf; caſting out the intereſt of Anri- 


Dawnings of Tight: 


preſerve the \ reputation of ſo divine\ 


this day : But for /ater Centwries, itn] 


France, and & ormanie; Scotland, arid* | 
our own kingdom,God hatlbrought ? 
in himſelf according to the former 
Scriptures, with as high hand with 


fones and wonders, with: raiſing and- [ 
ſtirring up 'the ſpirits of his-people; | 


working even immediately. by him-' ' 


chriftianiſme and Prelacir,and place- 
ing hs owne there, as at this day, we: 
experience in the /ate: opening of bea= 
ven, and radiation upon (this King- 
dom;when the Prelacy was arkipheſ, 
and ihterweaving it ſelf into Popery, 
and faſtening' its intereſt at the very. 
foot of the Chair in Rowe, _ © © 


- 
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How the ncreated Intereſt works tobe | 
* diſcerned below. 4 AREA 


 OIRng interes 
- 2 ſpel lying chus inthe counſels; 
wiſdom, and power of :Godgit comes | 
abroad ſomeumes'0n'the Whiete of | 


- ſome | 


l 


FfrheGos | 


—_—Y purpoſe to undo'or diffolve the ga. _ 
| tcherings, and ſtrong holds , the 'wit> © 
dom of the world, and to exalt him- - . 
elf to the eyes of his people and his 


Y , 


edit Ban din, Ai HA A 


. 


Dawnines of Light, | 
ſome omnipotency, when God hath a 


enemies, Wonderful things aid he in 
the land of Egypt in the fieldcf Zoan : 


And here we may riſe into this enqut= . | 


ry,How God may be diſcerned in tuch 


* | a work? though beſt by the Spirir, 


Which ſearches the drep things of God. 

Firſt, God, in making any clear 
diſcovery of this #ztere/}, mult aſſume 
ſuch Agents as may not ſeem to ſtand 
in the way of his om2#iporency,T mean, 
by caſting any fatow upon'it, bur 
they muſt be ſuch as he may be ſeen 
in, even to a carnal eye, as the Ma- 


| Lino ef Egypt,"vho could then only 


iſcern God,& but his finger neither, 


in the judgement of Lice ; of this na- Exo,8.1 9; 


ture ' were thoſe thinss he made uſe 


' On, as. Moſes rod, and eAfarens; both 


blofloming with miracles al k2, the 


| Waters of Jordan, rams harns, lamps Jeſh.z.15| 

ard pitchers, @ ſls1g and a pible ſtone, 16 17. ||} 
the jaw bone ef an «Aſſe, clay and ſpit- Joſh.6.20f 
' the, handkerchiefs and ſhado'vs, a Gi- 


deon 


Jadg. 7-2 | 
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I Cor. 2: 
IO, [i 

it 
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1 Sam. 17. 
5 ©. 
Jud.15-15 
Joh.9.6,7 
AQ.19.13 
'L AR.5 I5-. 
_ 
| x Cor. 1, 
27320. 
[Mar.1.16. 
| 17. 
| 1 Cor:I. 
26; 
1 Cor.1. 
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deon, of pooreft family in Manaſſeh, 


and he the pooreſt in his fathers houſe, 
and thus the Goſpel had 3ts riſe and in- 
creaſe, God chooſing the baſe things, 
the weak things, ana foolsſh things, 
fiſhermey, and Women, and laying a- 
ſide whatfoever might exalt it ſelf, ſo 
as not many wiſe men after the fleſh, 
nor many mig hty,vor many noble Were 


called : Nay, in the great and finall 
work for his Church, his very word, 


which he cals (in the name of the 
world) the fooliſpneſſe of preaching, 
ſhall be acted by that omnipotency, as 
all the power of 5 «byloxy ſeems only 
to fall at the noiſe of that : I diſpute 
not here, what other concomitant 
God may annex, yer the Word car- 


ries the reputation; and it is moſt 


reaſonable, in this way of the Lords 
working, that God ſhould overthrow 
them by that , which they in their 


,- own wiſdome reputed but fooliſoner, 
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t $25 | 
The Intereſt ſuffers no change from 


thecreatare. 


Nia! this :»tereſt is only and en- 


tire in God, and the Deſigne 
works only below for compleating 
the body of Chrift ; and this body is 
made up of all ations and kinareds, 


and though in ſome nations where. 


the Goſpel is, God _ not equally 
a gu ſuccefle or advancement to 
it, but may often in his own wiſdom 


Jet the interelt ſeem to dye our, as in 


our own Kingdom, and that of Scots 
land, he hath formerly done, and in 


that of Ireland of late ; yet even then 


we niuſt look at the defigne of Refor- 


|. ation, as it isin God, and not in the 
| creature, and not think ſo far below 
| ſuch a glorious buſineſle, as if the pe- 
| riſhing or waſting in any particular 
{had put any ſtop to the work of God, 
| aSif any thing of the world had pow- 
| er. to diſorder the wnifermity of ſuch . 
:& work, and /o2uldpat God about, but 


we 


"ue 
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Dawnings of Light. 
we muſt know that God hath fully _ 
and from eternity made up the glory | 
of this buſinefle : and though there + 
may . be unevenneſle on the worldly 
fide of it, yet onthe heavenly ſide of . 
it there is none ; as in former inter- | 
ruptions, not only when God dwelt / 
in curtains, and in a Temple made | 
W:th hands; but after,, whenhe took 4 
1 up a more ſpirituall habitation in his 
458.1. people, for even then thetr Churches 
| Were ſcattered abroad throughont the 

Regions of Fudea, and Samavria, except 
the Apoſtles : 8 here the Spirit hints | 
to us, how God ſometimes locks up 
or layes up his tereſt in ſome re- 
mainder,as here inthe Apoſtles,when 
the reſt were ſcattered, the Word :t 
ſelf was hid in the root of Jeſle, and | 
Dan. 3.20 the branch, the tree tn the wsj10n had 4 | 
'1 King. 19: ff#9mp left in the earth , and God had | 
18, ſeven thouſand unknown to the Pro- | 
phet, which bad not bowed to Baal, and | 
the woman which he lodged in the wils. | 
derneſſe, to Whom he gave the wings of | 
| as Exele. .. WL ” 
Tiais5-5 Ay thoughts are not your thoughts, | 
meither are your Wayes wy _ Hl 
C@ } 


im _ m—— 


Dinning if T:ighte: 


: God hath divers ho in making « 0. 
; verrures of-lipht, a $a withdrawing 


7 it, in” Gods! Fork efe is nothin 
| 16k nor it van, and when the WP 
* dom of man'isnot' able'to make any 
| thing of diſadvantages, the wiſdom 
| of God can. Chriſt is the ſame yeſter- 
| Gay, and to day, aud forever, nor in 
kim is- any v variableneſſe or ſhadow of 
change. 

I foal here fora Barthes advance- 
ment to this, make a diſcovery of ſuch 
fecretprinciples , as ifclearly diſcuf- 
ſed, might prove of powerfull adyan- 
tage; to ſome preſent and Ticceeding 
concroverfiee.” as | 


* 


> th ——— 
—_ 
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F $obt Paving of "ee C hinitbes Intro 
fri of vel concernnient ra ſome 
- preſent Controverſies. 


F the Churches Intereſt hath been 
Þ aboayes beloW, (1 ſpeak now of 
the period from! Chriſt ) then, this 
favesthe birth of a new. Iiinrftery, or 
| Ordinances , and all his may ſtand 
_ good: 


16 Dawnings of Light, | 
500d: viz Of xecervin them out of, } 
myſticall Babylon, a the Yews didthe 
getien veſſels, then it would be;diſ-= | 
cuſſed whether any ſuch way ofargu- Þ 

x ing didBirengehentharof a neceſſary, Þ 

22 vifbility , and whether it ad as fully. | 
advance the Attributerof Gol : viz. 
his omniporencie, &c. and equally | 
comply with the revealed. defugne of | 

Goa in his word, of alwayes preſer- 
ving a Church ;-and whether the d:- 
feftion, or ap:fhacie, and the [laying 

--- 6. of tbe witneſſes could ſtand with ſuch 

a Church-iztereff, and bow the temple |þ 

of God, -0n Which Antichrift firs, her. P 

golden cups or jewels, may. be in the 

Spirits ſenſe the true Church or Or- 

dinances in bondage, or only a coun- | 

3: 'terfeiting or reſembling; and What |' 

the Tahernacle of God coming down | 
may imply, whether ſach a continued | 
znter: ſt Or no ; and wheeher the Scrip- 

, tures themſelves, being the eArk of 

Gods revealed will, be nat the conſervas | 

tory of the [nrereſt in ſuch intervals, 

and whether rh; © har(h or Seriptures 
be the, firrer Subject, according tg || 

Gods method, and jryle AKoruns, 1 

Or 


_ - 


wag,” 
® 1 
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; {| for preſerving and propapating ſuch 


an intereſt. 


SE Andif the Church hath alwayes had 


” Þ an inre-eft, whether this intereſt hath 
J, | been alwayes:the ſame from the firſt, 


- 
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F beeauſe ſome do ſoiquarrelithat; and = 
call it. a going to-Moſes from Chrift, 


'-a ſeeking for Goſpel to the Law ; aid 
[indeed,if ſome ſtronger labours were 
- of rhis nature infull, not in broken 
| Treatiſes, :thet:. as yet we have ſeen, 
; they might heale many an objeRian 


about our Ainiſtery and Ordinances, 
-;which for want of it,ſome may think 


F-lie too open : and hcre mightbe ope- 


ned the ſeverall adminiſtrations God 
-rook -up for: ſuch ſeaſons, and how 
far ſuch-adminiſtrations were intens 
* ded'to be atjſwerable to each other, 
' both before the Zaw, and under the 
| Law, and' how the Law u fulfilledin 
" the Goſpel, and Whether there be not 
bs falfiling by;way of eminency ; andiif 
fo, then whether there be any ſuch (pes 
-: ciall or particular relatixg in the Oro 
 dinances under Chriſt, Abraham, and 
\- Moſes; and this done, the ſubjea& 


- | and circumſtances of one Ordinance 
| | whick 


ey 
w# < 
+ 
” i 
—_— . 
U 
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. Dawnings of Light. + 
:which fals under for, peremptory' af 
precept (I mean Circumciſion) wilh 
ſooner clearup to the weaker judge 
ments. : 1 
'  And.inthis it would be obſerved 
: what latitude ſach proof allows,whei 
ther Papiſts can take any ofthe fame}. 
ſhadow to fit under for provingany p 
thing of their Hierarchy, Ceremonier, 
and wick, to be a fulfilling of thay i 
part-of the Law, the Prieſthood 41 
Service. 17, 
Alt theſe things deſerve large at > 
powerfull diſcourſes, becauſe fron | 
theſe ſuch conſequences ſpring up a: 
may trouble our ages more then theyP/ 
yet have.done, eſpecially we beingſþ 1 
''now laying ourcorwerſtones, and &. 
ginming'to bnild:' and this I ſhould (; 
recommend to the pens of the moſt 
Ie learned of our age, by way off . 
ecltall advancement to the caule'$ cth:; 


b 


; God af xmhls preſeng, 


x. 
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| Þ goon Togo of this Intereſt Ve- 
«77 fires nora and the On" 


hol ſl Moxie aſe; 2 "F111 


1 LES at this & time Dry to "* out a 
_- glimpſe of this Iutereſt of Refor- 
ton, tO awaken. us into. a cloſer. 

| Kourfuir and. <q ry. after.it, for I 

/7 S010 not, any. that have taken pains 
# PD this, EXCePt & dly;Bxcer ; and he 
hath not purſued, this Intereſt under 

wr aS this »otior ; nor higher then into the 
ew next organicall 5; of it, concerning 
ingthe wnggdow. of 0 e246 its ſeverall 
eninifraviens; and ever, if this 
il Pact were righgl ly.and' ſupreamly dil- 
oft} cuſſed, -and hel forth in ſuch ages as 
of This, when God is. caſting out. new 
ctþ; Feamy ys day to the Arg, ul: at 
all_be g; @pure.li t, and. our 
orafh like TOPS fr [t day of he froaty 

2 F on, a God ſaid, .Ler kk T1112 
þ va: If, all rhe ſtars and 5 2b of 
hef heaven were disbanded,”and' let gut 
| from their 0757, when the light of the 
ne Moon 


Dawnines of Light. | 
Atoon ſhall-be as the light of the Sunj, 
and the light of the Sun as thi light iff 
ſeven aayes : If this part, I ſay, of thi 
- the Reformationwere methodical 
wn (6 and drayn into principle 

and Aphoriſmes, it would*raife uf 
the ſoules of Gods pegple in all ſex: p 
/ ſons, and would'be a fubtiming ahF: 
4 Heb.s rs" ſtrengthening to faith, 'even-the ve ſ 
þ - TRL; A ptance of things hoped for," and thi? 
CL evidence of things that are not ſeen 
and ſich a fpirituafizing to the ſoulſ* 
that we'might live,in the ſame regy? 
on with the Apoſtle”, whoſe converd 
ſation (as he fayes ) was it heaven, in" 
the fame region. with Endch,, whe 
walked with' God, and” with allthq® 
bleſſed Saints & Patrigth}, who MPF 
died- the ſcience of this's4rereſt moreſ 
then-any;and therefore it-is,that theyſ® 
ſtood firm & higherthen all the loweP! 
er 'regtons 'of Providence, even in a 
ſerene firmament all the tine of lo 
K&S ahdtemmpeſts, and iolſeQridges &Y 
Heb. 11, POINT, 06/04 es Wibe'Þ viſa 
27: ble, and Jorking for a City whith hart 
foundationt , whaſd buttder and mater” 
B God, 84.334 4 WY NG SIVU' 1-113 30 } 26 pv 
NED But] 


Dawnivgs. of: Light. 
|. But thisis not the intereſt. we look. 
Ty b ich after. in, this) age, , men. are . 
frh$ ALES dx. (aar. Frog £2 natural. 
call Yereſte why ch draw and f FRINGE the. 
] wc eh CY A and fo, FCAT. 
LS lates: phe, pode oF and graces: 
ſeat heioy), ard when we. ſhould live,; 
oy bfe ERS bid ws: h Chriſt in God, we Col. 33 
are: þ big OG, life jn the Hina har, 
F / Qs; 37 WE; ADE, falling, lx Fra 
er flawing.with, the orc ary:Provid _ 
_ < Qot being, le to Aunt to that 
Mpiritual. conſt ;ftencie of. ſoule which . 
& t's (Rb i Rebvr OEPBHO. 
tha ahh br 


of doch aul, Si irs, hho 2c 

Rl n Joe on e with hurt, and. mach . PORE 
(w27e, 208 only. of 1 the lading. of the 

& bip, bat alſo of eur lives ; but when 

jibe had rpmeerſed, mare above, and , 

L bad krpailpn-fromn Frog, d, he then; 

copld {: Ys] yy Kew. exh art 10x 180, AR: 27. 

"I bevfgerd cheer Jar. there. ſhall be no 22,23,24 
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| loſſe of ahy mans Be anon; you for 
this us '#n rheebf fe me- LP An 
of FOE, , WhoſF We Ac ind whom Tſe 
The reafon thir there"Aarefs 


Eh 


6 Arid UE pond a aj | 
Semetits, is 'only this: Ma) 


difcourag 


, -lovk too nick upotithe Ay 34408 
+ Fereſt of Ref eformation, dot" nþgþi the 
(« iptratiiralts ad x 


EC Which is thi "hl 


76 hilteWand' Yet; which though 
irbe 907016 a8d Hdrf0 diſcernable! 


to 4 carnil{ eye; yet*iEis the' only] 
whehangeable, eternalt & ſart iprere 
hitznd inv0Iyedih CodnnfAf,. (/ an 
in Ris prvirdnd ! wifAopie 55 bir t 

To3v4- of mall Veins litfini "l | 
and corre poridefitie With 1Gicrhih 
, more #o+potenlthen it {et ti©& body] 
_ intlites after  trtereſts thar #tre cor*| 
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vancing and Af ating the -cauſe} 
below ; and i NY oh 


x2 3 ail es notthe wor king he rela, 
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ip nefſe of -things' below as they expeR, 
nedjond aw uſually before, they are 
Apreſently caſt down;and never onthe 
dngtwinzs: 'of comfort,: but-when things 
any 5 

ang : 

arJſantare'on wing to0; as the weak 


the{cif abroad, when ſhe could fee rhe 


loſſoms,and outward appearance,and” 


þ | viſchility of things is the ſupport andiCan.5.4. 


ne only comfort of the Spoyſe:: thus ſhe 
#4 was raiſed too, wheh ſhe ſaw bur het 
44 lover putting in his finger at the holes: 


wr] ofithe'door; 'So it 1s: with the! Spouſe: 
ne now, with-the Charch:andpeople of: 
of! Gout nowthey can only .delight rhems-- 
iþ4 ſelves abroad,- inthe: Providences of - 

id} God,rhen;and tolook about towards : 
14 Reformation.,then,” when'the grapes” 
ſo appearand theifig-trepputterh forrh)2... 
51 arddche fingivg'of bird/is come, when » 
34 there 15 any chearfull 'budding and: { 

| bloſſoming providenve,aud any. —_— Z 

E x 


72 


ave a fironig: and! :naturall intereſt, - 
34#Sponſe could then only delight .her / 


the] flowres appeare ton th: earth, and hrarr\Can; 22 
12H thr finging of birds,' and the. voyce of 124 13. 
ble the trrtley and ſer the figtree putting ©. 

nly] forth,” and? the wines with the tender: : 

efHil grapes. . Theſe prttings forth, and. 

nd 


24: 


49 


24: 


1. Fold-u4,on? But 1ow the Lord hath 
forſaken us, and delivered 6 into the 


. :: the Athazanites. M40: often 


_ ceffe;. butas probable und: deducible., 
| a ſuccefſe.as-cver age had, . becauſe) I, 
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of ſucreſſe, and advancement : this. 
was: Gideons, exrour, an overlooking 
and neglefing.the;/pirirnal, and [r= 
pernainrell inceret.,;. and fixing his; 
eye3-t00:miich:on:the:paturalt :;.0h;; 
»y Lord,layes hez1sf God: be with ut, 
Why. then # all 'thu befallen.ns ? and 
Where be all the miracles our. fathers 


hands of the MAidtanites ; and yet we : 

know, even then, the Divine and ſu-. 
ernatural intereſt was working moſt | 

Fogly ſor-their- deliverance. from. | 


before b take. 
off my /pen., my Obſervations:con- 

cerning the. »atzrall and political | 
intereſt which Reformation hath in 

this age of urs, :even that ;:vifikle in- 
tereſt which js undeniable: and appa-:; 
rant :but:yet-with-this caution, that." 
I do:not- lay theſe open, asatfirtning - 
any: unqueſtionable ,- neceſlary.:ſuc-" 


/But Lſhall-ſet down 


kriow there. may. be-'withdrawings : 
and retirings in God reſpeRively'to * 


\ 
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a particular Srate and Church, and 
yet his Chutch have a fair and emt- 
nent intereſt both there, and el{where 
in other States and Kingdoms; for 
asa Nation is not dead in the funerals 
of a fery- perſons, nor an houſe ruined 
in the falling of a pillar or tyle, no 
more ts the CTharch, which 1s a catho= 
like, invifible, ſpiritaall body, by any 
particular declination infuch a City, 
or State, or Natron : chough | miſt 

affirm this, That there 1s a molt clear, 
viſible, powerfall. and mighty intereſ# 
which/Reformation hath in the (, arts 
ftian world, and this Kingdom: at this 
time, and if it ſucceed not here, I can 
accuſe no want of ſxpernaturall, yas 
tural, or poluical intereſt, for we are 
able enough in theſe, but TI muſt 
accuſe ſome ſpectall ſfinnes that have 
done it, which have /epar =ted betwixt Iſa.59.2, 

#5 and our God, and have withheld 

good things from #5, and made our «+ 
God refuſe to ſhew us the pattern, 
and his will, forhere are conditionalg® 
implied, If the h:uſe of lſrael ſh i/ be | . a . 


aſhamed of their iniquities, I will ſew. 


them the form of the houſe : an 
| C 
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' Joh.7, 17. If any man Will do his will, he ſhall 
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know of the doarine, whether it be 
of God or no. 

At what inſtant I ſhall ſpeak con- 
cerning a nation, and concerning a 
kingdome, to pluck up, and to pull 
down,and to deſtroy it, 

If that Nation, againſt whom I 
have pronounccd, turne from their 
- evil, I will repent of rhe evil that I 
thought to do unto them. 


Several ſecrets in the Intereſt. 


I. The Intereſt in Chriſt, 


Hts Intereſt 1s laid up in Chriſt 

irom all eternity , and here we 

may riſe into moſt ſpirituall apPre- 

henſions concerning it', for though 

God cauſes the Intereſt to beam forth 

into the things below, yet ir 15 1n 

. Chriſt like light in the body of the| 

£: 2Sun ; God doth fo diſpence himſelf 

into Chrilt,that there 1$nor any thing 

-,2f God Kowes beſide him, bur all in 
nim, and through him, Ad things 

that | 


Y 
£4 
© BEI A 
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all | that the Father hath are mine: for | 


be | :Chriſt, as he-was the Ford, was With Joh. 16.15 : 
God in the beginning , and was God, Joh, 1. 10. 
)n- | without him was not any thing made 

5 a| that was made, in him was life : in 

ull | theſe.expreſſions the Spirit lets us fee 

how: God made: himſelfe over to | 
n I| Chriſt, And further, He Was the pppeſ, r. | 
eir| image of the inviſible God, he ts before 15. 17,13 IM 
t I| all things, and by him all things conſiſt, Hieb- 1- 3+ bu 
and he ts the head of the ; 43% the F 

| Church, who ts the beginning, being 
"| 4l/o the b: wphtneſſe of bu glory, .. 

. And the Scripture apens this my- 
terie further yet : God was in: Chriſt, 
reconciling the war/d anto himſelf,and 
in him the fulnefſe of the Godhead 
riſe] dwels bodily : and when Chriſt that 
wel eterngl Word came:to apply the In- | 
re-| tereſt_neerer the creature, He grew Iſa53-2: | 
oh #p before hins, as 4 tender plant, and as | 
rth] 4709 our of 4 dry, promnd ; yet the 

in| ' Lord poſſeſſed him in the beginning of _ As 
rhe] k15 way before his Works of old, be Was g7 

elf] by hin, as one brought, up with him.” 

ng| . The holy Spirit holds out the my- 

in| ſtege;of.laying up. the Intereſt in 

«55| Chrit-yet more, and writes to the 

Lit] 1. Rnd ot Ciurch 
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| Church-to comfort herif theurknvw 
|. Col,2.2,3. {eagement: of the my fhevy-of Got, and 
Bas of the Father, and of Chriſt, in whong 
are hid all the treaſures. - 

But, if we would ſee a further 
slimpſe- of this Intereft, ſweetly 
opened by Chiriſt - himſelfe , let us 
heighten our:meditations npvn theſe 
Scriptures ,* where ' Chriſt diſcourſes 
with his Father, implying the ſpiri- 
f tuall intereſt all the way. | 
}Y, Joh,19.10' Al mine are thine, and thine are 
mine, and I am glorified in them, ani 
as thou Farher art in'me & I in thee, 
that they 'alfſo may be one in us, and 
the glory Which thou gaveſt me, T have 
23 given thew, 1 them, and chox 'y mes 
| that they may be made p*rfelt in one, 

So asnow. God' being thus in Chriſt, 

and the Chnrch adopred ſo near to 

that infinite Unity, of God in Chriſt, 

the Intereſt is unchangeably, and 

eternally preſerved ; and to tie all 

Y Jer.31-33 faſt with che heavenly cordage of 

 Ezech.,36, love, God holds our himſclf in, ove- 

NN 26, nazt, in an everlaſting Coviant : | 
J Hco.8. And thus it hath pleaſed the Father, 

$911 19, epat in kim ſhould all fulne(ſe Ivek, 
an 


res 
111% 


are 
"e, 
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_ onthe ſcene of Altegorics, for God 


telf ApPeage through ſuch cypreſhons 


make my refuge. Gome my. >." Iſa.29.20. 


_ thy doors about thee, hide thy ſelf as it [| 
were fena hnt/e warmers: Walk about Plal.qs. | 
_ £0: "__ abans her , Tell the 12 13+ l 
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and all our Intereſt ſhould be trea- 
ſured in him,even to that of graceand 
glory, that our life ſhonld Ne hid 
with a reſin God. \ L 


* 30 30 


be,” TSR 


n The Spiripual Intereſt in 
| LA 


-' Har. we” may diſcern the. Intereſt 
+4. motencarly, it is conveyed to us 


being inviſible. in himſelf, and more 
immediate approaches, makes him=- 


asthete, 5:7 <. 
+7 het ſoalt: bidenbrande ohe fates of Pl3t 207] 
aby preſence, thou ſpalt keep thems ſe- | 
eretly in apevidion.. Afege doWn rnder Caut, 20 
his ſradow with great: delight. The Prov. 
Neme:of the Lord 4 a. ffrong tower, 
the righteowsrwi wto it and: are ſafe, | 
under the ſhadaW. of bis wings will | 


} | 


enter thou into v8 chambers, and out 


Fowers 


vs oy C 3:. 


zZO 
Iſa. 22.23. 


| Cant, 2-14 
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thereof, mark ye well her bulwarks, 
confider her palaces. My beloved hath 
a vineyard, 6. he fenced it; avd built 
a tower in the midſt; And'T Will faften 
him as 4 nail in a ſure place. O my 
D ove, thou art in the clifts of the rocks 
in the ſecret places of the ſtairs. Thus 
God hides his intereſt in theſe Alle- 
gories, Clefts, in Rocks, and ſecret 
places and chambers, and'wing, and 
fſhadoWes, and bulwarks, ard palaces, 
and towers, and fences, and pavilions, 
and the ſecrets of his preſence, for God 
is ſo indiſtant, and preſent with his, 
that 'they are ſafe:'in. the. midſt 'of 
dangers, and he holds theſe orvifble 


Santtrarier over'them-:\ £6, be-goeth 


by me, and I ſee him not; he paſfeth ox 
alſo, but I: pereeive- him not. ''Thus 
faid Fob, whenhis fight was dim with 
affliction, that he-could not»ſce mmro 
the Intereſt beyond the creature.” 


—_— by —— 


III. The Recipients of the Spirituall 
InterelFs, | 


'T Hoſe things which are of neereſt 


- .* Capacity: tothe receiving ef the 


Intereſt, 
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Intereſt, are firſt the Covenant, or 
eternall Patton and ingagement, 
wherby God ſtands bound of his meer 
free grace to his Church or people, 
and by this interceding ache and his 
people are brought together. 

The next is the Scriptures of God, 
or the Word, whereby the intereſt is 
prepagated, being the power of God 
auto ſalvation. 

The other is the Church of Ged, 
which is the Fountain ſealed, the 
gardenencloſed wherein all the ſweets 
& fragrancies of grace breath forth, 


—_—__ 


k 
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IV. The Recipients of the Intereſt. 


He Prophetical truths in the 

L Prophets, and the Revelation of 
7ohn, are the ſeverall orbs and ſpheres 
the Intereſt works in, and hence fol- 
low the ſeverall degrees of radiation 
that the tr#th of God caſts out in the 
ages paſt, preſent, and to come. 
The operations & fluxes of theSpirit,of 
which there are, as the Apoſtle ſayes, 
Dverſities of gifts, & dwverſities of 

| C 4 admini- 
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ftrations, 1rſpirations, illuminations, 
inſtinfis, motions, created powers and 
mights, for effeting ſucceſſes, preſer- 
vations, deliverances, advancement-s, 
EC. 

The purer Ordinances of Praying, 
Preaching, Propheſying, Worſhip 
and Government, holy Treatiſes , 
Writings, Diſcourſes, or any other 
Divine faculty, like a golden candle- 
ſtick conveying the heavenly light 
abroad. 


mn —_ 
ad > A— 
£ - 


V. The Engines the Intereſt works by, 


Here are certain created poWers, 

& qualifications ſpiritual, natural, 
and civil, which the infinite ſupreme 
Agent makes uſe on here below (as I 
hinted befbre ) the vertwes, gifts and 
graces, likewiſe the policie, power and 
aathority, and conſociations, all theſe 
God takes up, & carries 0n his intereft 
by them in States and Kingdoms, 
nor was there ever Reform-ition, but 
God ſet it on by ſuch wayes of appli- 
cation, either by emmencie of gifer 

an 
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and #»/pirationsy of by eminencie of 
power, And ſome of thele henſed:more 


eminent]y at bne time;\ithen at an- 


other,'as in Iofiahs and: ines, when 2 Chron. 


-I}3., 
the coerGivtianthority was the gteateſt » Rik 


wheel in the Reformation. 23:21, 
To: conclide this, Goa tmproves 

Reformition by created: nears and 

entifics, which are'like wheeles and 


ſprings, 1nd God? moves by: theſe, 


omerimes in the way. of his ops: 
rencie, ſometimes more coraturally, 


and according to his way of moving, 
the improyements are ; it ke move in 


4connaturall way, he ivorlks. with:the 


creature little further then its- OWN 


capacity, and then things may go 
ſlowhr on, becauſe he puts not out his 
hand to bring on the creature faſter 


then its own Rrength will carry it : 
| See this in [oſiahs, Aſa's, Exra's Re. 


formation, - in. Edward the fixth's, 
Elizabeth's, where the Reformation 
went on gradually from one obſtru. 
Rionto ariother.. 

- God having thus laid in anaitee- 


| riownofleverall ordersfor advancing 


his great work, they all work in rheir 
C5 proper 
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proper ſubſeryiency & ſubordination, 
for the whole creation, . ſerves bur 
this - glorious. end. that God may 
have his Church: compleared through 
ſo many ſeverall ages & providences, 
according as he hath drawn it out 1n 
kis er:rnall Model or Idea, which is, 
his own wiſdome, or counſcl.; and 
when God is upon his wark of Refor: 

Ei mation,you may obſerve all the lower 

{ J0!g 5-20 intereſts are ſet a going, 7 he ſtars 
if foal fight againſt Siſera in their courſe, 
=_ a thus ſhatl the natural intereſt help on. | 

5 (yr#5,and Artaxerxes ſhall ſend out 

commiſſions & letters to their Prin- 

ces and miniſters of State ; thus ſhall | 
the politick intereſt help on.  Haggas 

Zechariah, the people of God,ſhall 

Pray and propheſie, ſo ſhall the more 

[Proneey: organicall means be'p ON, 


| Exra wo 
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VI. The Obrattion anc bow F 


removed, 


He Spiritual obGirafiions are 
intrinſecall, and foray, and ex- 
_Irinſccall; the intrinſecall are malig 
: wity 


| 
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»ity of nature, carnall reaſonings, 
idolatrous , ſuperſtitious principles, 
principles of Atheiſme, Libertiniſme ; 
there are but two wayes of removing 
theſe, by a Power ſpirituall, and a 
Power civil, or of Magiſtracie, and 
the diſciplines and orbs where both 
theſe powers work, and influence z 
and here it would be well _— 


how far this latter of Magiſtracie 
may be improved to remove the more 
ſpirituall obſtructions,and to compell 
up to a Reformation, and how necr 
the intereſts of Moſes and Azron are, 
ſeeing they were at fir{t in one ſubject 
or perſon, and after in two,but ne- 
ver to be found any more in one,as 
the Papilts & ?Prelatzs-would have in- 
corporated them azain : and its ſaid, 
we clearly ſee not the right intercit 
of Chriitian Magittracie by any pra- 
Etical truth in the Goſpel, and that 
which makes it fo dark 1s this, that no 
nations were wholly converted in 
Chriſt's and the Apoſtles times, by 
which we might have experiments of 
their p>wer m cooperating with the 
Apoltles, and what the true fubi@ 


n— — LR ae 
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encie of ſuch a power is to a ſpiritual 
intereſt, and in what latitude, 1s not 
yet clear to ſome. And ſurely here 
we are too low of late in our Treati- 
ſes,for we ſhould firſt ſtate the #»rereſt 
of Magiſtracie, as we find it in the 
Goſpel, and under the Law reſpe- 
QAively, and then enquire into the 
ſecret of Goſpe/-propagation, and why 
the the Goſpel begun below, aad 
went up, and not as (afar firſt, and 
ſo down? and whether it equally re- 
ſpe& both adminiſtrations? and how 
jar that Scripture that 1s not thought 
on in ſuch caſe may be conſulted? Yo 
are not come unto the monntain that 
burned With fire, but ye ave come unto 
momnt $19? Andit would bc clearly 
ared, whether ſpirituall perfwaſion, 
and conviction, and the Evangelicall 
Ocdinances, be tte onely mediums, 
or means , which were thenimployed 
fo1 carrying on the Goſpel? and the 
auxiliary of miracles then annexed for 
compelling reputation ? and now 
that Of miracles ceaitng, whether Aa- 


giſtracie ought not to uipply ? Theſe 


are, yet not beaten out fo in our 
| diſcourſes 


nal | diſcourſes,as they myght be. 

ot The forain or extrinſecal obſtru- 
re | Aions are, ſome Lawes, Cuitomes, 
ti- | Traditions, Adverſaries or enemies 
eſ | to truth,Confederations with Princes 
he | and States abroad, a people of forain 
e- | intereſts in their own nation. Theſe 
1e | are removed by ſuſpending Statutes, 
ly | opening Pulpits, Preſfes, and letting 
d | ont the holy diſpenſation of the 
d | Goſpel freely, by State: agencie, and 
2- | vigtlancie, and a kind of ſending out 
| Huſhates to ſit at Councel table with 
Jy Achitephels ; and if this hath too 
Ye much of David in it, yet the Iewes 


f which dwell neer them may be treat- 
9 ed with for intelligence, as Nehemiah 
/ did. 

5 

7 _ Ca c—_—_— 
| Inſtances of mixtures in Scriptures, 


a4: that of Corinth, thoſe ſeven of Aſia, 
' | rhe Parables ;mproved,Mat 13.29,30, 
of the Tares and Wheat. 


V Hen theſe and ſuch like are 
. urged in caſe of ſeparation, 
and 
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and mixt communicating in Ordi- 
nances ; It would be further enqui- 
red, whether ſuch a ſenſe come up 
more direaly or obliquely to the 
holy <pirit? and whether Church- 
corruptions, as Corwth's,and Epheſics 
&c. were intended any more for 
Proofs,or Arguments, or Rules, then 
Perſonal corruptions, as Davids luſts, 
and Meſes peNions,and Peters fears? 
and whether all ſuch examples be 
not rather ſet down as cautions, and 
written for our admonition, that we 
foould nt luſt, as they allo luſted 2 
& further, whether the name Church 
be not ſometimes to be taken in the 
ſame ſenſe under the Goſpel, as the 
Arkand Temple was takrn under the 
Law ſtill for the places of **o«s reff- 
dence, though ſometimes he was not 
ſo viiibly there? *nd whether the 
holy Spirit forvore not to »-chu 1h 
them, becauſe the fault was in ſome 
particular practices about Ordinances 
rather then in the efſenrial, or fir{t 
ferm of © hurch conſtitution, which 
they had perfeRer then we? And 
whether this be a rule for the ;uuge- 
: ments 


Dawmnes of Light. 
ments of Gods people,who are to $0 
by the clear and viſible Rules in. Scri- 
pture, according to which Churches 
are made up, or have conſtitution ? 
And whether the Holy Spirit would 
have reputed them {till Churches, had 
they gone on in the toleration of ſuch 
corruptions, for-all their firſt conſti- 
rution, as appears in that caution to 
Epheſus, Repeat,, or 1 Wil come unto 
thie quickly, and remove thy caxale= 
fticz 2. and whether the Parables of 
mixture of Tares and. Wheat, and 
good Fiſh and bed, be fo, as may make 
for toleration of viſible mixtures any 
where thenin the world becauſe they 
are ſput up with the mention of the 
Worlds diſſolutin ? And whether 
ſuch Church cexſures as Chriſt hath 
-provided againſt finnes and ſcandals, 
1mport not an "atward parity in all 
ſuchas would pretend to be members 
of his-v+/ible bedy ? theſe things, be- 
; cauſe. they are the hinges of certain 
debntes amongſt us, would be more 
fully opened.;. 
; wc 
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Separation enquired after. 


| Þ Nd for Separation, I find it not 
Arightly ſtated: for, withdraw- 


ings, and particular communicatings 


apart:of the godly; that feparate only 
upon grounds, not ſo clearly or fully 
condemned in the Word, or com- 
mended, ought not to be preſently 
reputed Schiſme, or Separation, nei- 
ther by thoſe that fo withdraw, nor 
thoſe from whom the pretended ſe- 
paration is made, if we' would ſtndy 
the common peace of Chriſtians : and 
if this were rightly diſcufled, and the 
true Scripture principles made clear 


which bear 1t, there would be:no-{ach 


divifon, as there is ſeparation, bur-it 
would be only a /uſþ:nding one from 
another,as in the intervals oF uncleans 
neffe under the law, till Chriff had 
revealed even this unto them. fb 
And indeed it would-be well en- 
quired, ſeeing God reveales his :-#ths 
in ſeverall degrees in nations, and per- 
ſons, 
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ſons, Whether ſuch a national con- 


formity be fully agreeable to ſuch & 
method of Revelation, and that all 
ought to conform outwardly, that 
conform not 5»wardly ? and whether 
ſuch an wxity may not have equally 
its inconveniences on the vols ha 


_ as formality. bypocriſie, eo. as well as 


the other on the left, errors,diviſierss, 
&c. and yet all State inconveniencies 
mult be taken in here, which may 


ſpring from the want of ſuch-a con- - 


tormity ; alwayes provided that the 


rule_ in Scripture be fully conſulted; 


leſt we make Church buſinefſe: bend 


further toward the-maximes of State, 


then there is juſt grounds in the word: 
and it would be well weighed, whe- 
ther ſuch ſeparation hath nor foun- 


dation enough for moxe ſpiritual 
corre/pondencie, then ſome on all ſlides. 


praciſe ? and whether ſuch differen- 
ces in thoſe that pretend all ro come 


| out of Babyloy, ought to be eſteemed 


other than the ſeverall completions 


and features of fo many:members of 


the ſame body? ſome are more ho- 


nourable then others. And here we 
: might 
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might do well to obſerve better that 
great engine of Sathans, which he 
uſeth againſt the people of God, that 
of ſeverall titles, and notes of diſtin- 
tion, as of Presbyterial, Inarpendent, 
Browniſt, eAzabaptiſt : For by put- 
ting us thus under Paz, and Apolos, 
or Cephas, he drawes us into ſcandal, 
and offence, and ſidirgs, and parties, 
amounting almoſt to the difintereſs- 
ing and unclaſping. our ſelves one 
from another, and letting-us out into 
theſe ſeverall channels, and then our 
ſtream muſt needs low more weakly 
againſt the- banks of the common 
enemy, and the power of hell and 
darknefle. I conclude thus, that theſe 
Scriptures would be further ſearched. 

NoW I beſtech you. &&5. that you all 


Jes the ſame thing, &'0. and that you 


eperfelly joyned together in the ſame 
ſame mind, Let us therefore as many 
as be perfeFt, be thus minded, and if 1n 
any thing yon be otherwiſe minded, 
Gea ſhall reveale even this unto you. 

| Neverthel:ſe Whereunto We have 
already attained, let us Walk by the 
ſame-rule,let us minde the ſame things. 
: We 
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. We then that are flrong ought to Rom, 15; 


b:ar the infirmities of the weake, and 
not to pleaſe our ſelves. 


Let evefy one of 15 pleaſe bis neigh- Rom.15, 


bonr, for his good to edification. 


'- For one belteveth that he may eat Rom. 14.3- | 


all things, another Who 15 weak _eateth 
herbs, Rb 4 
: "Let not hins that eateth; deſpiſe hi 
tht eateth not. re PIE UID e2s 
"© Tn theſe Scriptures-are *almoſt the 
fill latitnde of Chriſtianity : in the 
firſt, the perfe## Rale of wnity is com- 
mended ; <in the other, - the ſeverall 
degrees to this unity are opened, and 
cottimanded;/ en I E352 


—_— 
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' Chriſt's intereſts,and the Worlds. 


E thinks, in Rating 'ſeverall 
LY k controverſies of late, we' go 
not high enough, but we ſtrive in the 
vallies, where the miſt is thickeſt, 
whereas we mighrſee better and far- 
ther, if we.could go up higher, to the 
intereſt of Chriſt :-the Diſciples ſaw 
DTTC more 
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more of him when he rook thews up 


with him, then they ſaw before. 
This i2tereſt would be wellcleared 


-and held forth in its glory and [piri- 


ewality,and abſtracted from all other 
worldly intereſts which. complicate 
with it : the Kingdom of Chriſt and 
the World are two, in their funda- 
mentals, poltcy., lawes.. governours, 
ends, defignes, and the.mare the 
World infinuates-any-of its,policyin- 
to the Kinedomof Chaiſt . the.more 
is. the Kingdome, of Chriſt.darkned, 

and corrupzed; and as it isin a ll 
State; the-more of arbitreripeſſe that 
comes in, the more is the eſtabliſhed 
government ſubverted ; ſoin Chris, 
whoſe government is more one and 
unchangeable, by how much a King- 
dome 1n.a ſpirituall notion, is mpre 
perfeR;then a Kingdome 1 na _— 
Yall or wegldly. 

And if we obſerve wells we ſhall 
{ee that the great myſterie of iniquity 
is no more then a. meer ſpiricuall ar- 
bitrary government. 

The Worldly:intereſts works _ 
in mixed aggregations and: counſels, 

| autho- 


or knoWleagr, in Conſoctations, in ho- 


- Anachy or Libertiniſme get in at any 


'as he did in the former, and thariim 16. 


authoritattu- powtr,' in ſervile depen= 
dencies and ſubordinations, in promi[- 
C167-148 unity and conformity, and PLIY. 
verfality, 11 blinde and implicite obs- 
diznce, in fallely pretended antiguity, 
as appears in the pops and-Prelati- 
Led an RE IR 

The intereſt of © kriſt is in a ſÞir5t#- Joh.8. 36? 


all freed me or priviledging, in wntton AG 65+ ll 
; I Wor, 7s 4 | 
G 


: - be,” 2-6 : 22, 3$3« 
Tm ger tall writy , in dive Five and IC; wh $6 ; 


pe, intending, in perſWaſive, and repre- 1 Joh. 24 
htnſive adminiſtrations Of ordinances, 27. 
and the government of Chriſt ſeems 

to be fo framed, as neither Tyranny 

{hould ger in at any con/oct.atior, nor 


& ſſociation, or particular gathering, 
and. at this beam we may weigh our 
controverſies of this age. gf 
And they that argue for atiy com- Jer.1.43 
plicarion of intereſt;,muſt look well to Acts 15. 
the ſpirituality of the Kingdom, and *3: 
ads, Ft: | - \Cts 20, 
that God 1n this latter diſpenſation 


p I7. 
applies not fo ro the outward man, 2 Tim.z2! | 


Plicity, paucity, perſpicuiry, humiliry, > ſim.z. Y 
Bt [2 PErIPieun oY 
FXnity , and viſiole Janbtiry , are the (2% 
PLOPEr Col.z.12,} 
1 
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proper. orbs, where the evangelical t 

light mover. EE hoe 

And yet here I would be. rightly| 

underſtood, for I make but overtures| 

for enquiry, while things are making 

to their conſtitution amongſt us, 

which if once conſtitured. all onght 

. to be cither actively or paſſively obe. 
| Cient, 
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T he Diſpntes for liberty improved. 


— are great difputings now 
A for Liber), and this ſprings 
from a mutuall jealouſic in each party, 
the one fearing the others eſtabliſh- 
ment will endure no other intereſt 
neer its own, and the more prevalent 
fearing the inſinuations & encroach= 
ments of a tolerated intereſt that is di. 
verſe from it. 

Now we ſhould enquire here; whe- 
ther theſe jealouſtes be the more pro- 
per paſſions of States, or Chriſttans, 
and how far Chriſt, who'ts proteor 
of his Church ,- is to be truſted with 

the 


ical] the defence of his own government 


in ſuch caſes, and yet. the true evange. 
licall latitude is not found out ? Some 
plead upon ſuch principles as would 
bring in an univeriall toleration, and 
while they woulc open a door only 
for themſelves, they let ir all promiſ- 
cuouſly, 
Therefore it would be enquired 
here if all muſt be tolerated, for fear 
of perſecuting the truth through 1g- 
norance ; then whether doth not this 
ground argue for a plenary Liberty, 


for all to propagate their intereſts 


equally with that , which 1s the com- 
monly received zr#th of that place 
for a trath, I conceive, may be no 
more /xppreſſed ignoranaly , then it 
may be perſecuted ignorantly : and 
it was as great a fin, if not greater, 1n 
that Courcel, to charge the Apoſtles 
they ſhould not teach the people in. his 
name, as tO Whip them for the doftrine 
they taught, : 
Again, it would be further en- 
quired. ifſach a Liberty be the Goſpel 
Way, What uſe ofthe reſerves of mar- 
tyrdome and perſecution , which 
| Chriſt 
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Chriſt hath made into fuch a glorious 


condition, as if he intended it as aſ 


bleſſed ſupplement to that of Libersy, 
and it would be enquired whether 
ſich a milky way as that of Liberrybe 
always conſonant to the eſtate of the 
Church , being a Utly 479391 f T horns, 
Andit would be enquired too,whe- 
ther fuich a {ibe-ry be fully Chrilts 
minde , becatiſe the enemies of rhe 
truth, heachen Empires, and popith 
States as well as othersare and have 
been abettors of it, and ſo it be ra- 
ther a State principle tolerating on- 
Iy thoſe which either the neceſſiry of 
ſome evill conſequence,or ſome State 
exp-dients, or the experienced inno- 
cency of the tolerated Religion hath 
produced : and yet on the other ſide, 
it would be enquired further, whe. 
ther they thar lefire this Liberty be 
not ſuch as are on the ſame funda. 
mentals with us, and brethren in the 
Lord, and may be brought to meet 
with us1n certain common principles, 


[IPkil, 3.16 Walkeng by the ſame rule, mmang the 
| ſame thing in that whereunts we have 


attained, and may not let out them. 
iclves 
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ſelves unto mutuall peace and edifis 
£1tion ,/their diſſeatings, having a 
certain orbe or ſpheare aHowed them, 
wherein they may moye, that {till 
upon occaſton , we may all fall into 
one common ſociety againſt the pubs 
lick exemy of the Goſpel, as eAbra- 
ham and Lot, who though they lived 
other times at diſtance,yet were ever 
ready to relieve one another; and 
here 1 defire ro know whether ſuch 
ſeveralt motions as this, which agree 
in the ſame «nity of faith, of muruall 
edification , and contribute together 


ro the fame: publick preſervation ; 
may not be with as little prejudice to 


the grand ſpiritrnall ſphear, as in the 
naturall, wherein we ſee nature a- 
bounding in ſeverall motions & orbs, 
and yet all theſe (as occaſion opens ) 
mutually aſſiſting the intereſt of the 
univerſe or whole. 

And here me thinks we ſhould ſtu- 
dy the latitudes of Chriſtianity more 
then we doe : eſpecially when the 
Scriptures holds it out tous, both in 
principles and praQtice « yet this cau- 
tion 1 mult- tay down, that all our 

| diflen- 


49 


jo } Gal.s. 2. 
* Phil.3.15. 
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difſenting. Brethren be as carefull 0. 


their parts to ſtudy things thar make 
for common Peace , as. they would 
have Authority carefulf in acting a-, 


gainſt their particular peace. 


There 1s much arguing now againſt | 


compulſive authority, in caſe of Re- 
ligion, and the arguments run thus : 
I. That it is a note of Perſecution, 


2, That it drives on the Popiſh and 


Prelaticall drſigne of Vniformity, 
« . Thar it AirzAs and wounds ten- 


der doubting conſciexces. 4. That it 


armes the enemies of the truth in 


their tz7amy, from the Magazine. 


af true Profeſſors. 5. That it aſſumes. 
dominion over the conſciences. 


6. That it intrudesinto the place of 


God, and his Ordinances, which i 1m- 


 mediately influence on the ſoule. 


7. That it was but Jadjgpall and poli- 
ricall rothe Fewer. 8, Thar jt. runs 
an hazard of fighting againſt God, 

9. 1hat there 1s no expreſſe Com + 
mand nor example in the Goſpelfor 
ſuch compullion,,, 10: That it. is 4 
means of keePing-out tx#ths that are, 


yer to be revealed. 11, That the | 


authority 


—_— — 


authority of the Magiſtrate in Scrip- 
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ture, reaches onely to Moral and 
Civil tranſgreſſions ; and to /piritu- 
atl, as they come forth into the out=- 
ward man, and fo trouble the civil 
peace or government of the State.” 
12, That it makes Formaliſts, and* 
Hypocrices. be 
Yet here it would be enquifed furs. ' 
ther, whether there be nor the fame. 
morall and and judiciall equity, for 
the Magiſtrate to aſliſt God inthe” 


» #& a4 *' © 
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found in the Goſpel-prit.ciples, ſta- 
ted with ſuch Cantions and Rules 
from the word, as the Enemies and 
oppoſers of truth, may neither tr1- 


_umph in an unwarrantable liberty, 


nor the weaker Chriſtians have cauſe 
to complain of an unwarrantable au- 
thority , whoſe doubrings are expe- 
rienced to-wound their own ſoules, 
more then the ſoule of States, the 
Governments 


Eſtabliſhment of Reformation. 


J! hath not yet been far enough ar- 
oued according to the principles 
in Scriptare, of what nature the eſta- 
blihments ought to be under theGo- 
ſpel, 8 ſure we ought more properly 
ro adviſe with-him that hath the keys 
of Davis, and knowes beſt how to 
ſont and oper, for elſe we may ſhut ſo 
faſt, that we may'beforced to have 


_ our doores broken open-from Hea. 


yen; as of late under Prelacy (we 


ſadly experience) who had ſhut up 


all with fo fare ancſtabliſhment, that 
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a truth could not get in but by vio- 
lence; and thus Reme and thoſe 
Princes of Bondage under her, as the 
Spaniard, &c, make ufe of their 
kejes inall their dominions for ſhut- 
ting out, ſo as the Goſpel-traths have 
no viſible entrance but by force, un- 
lefſe God bring them in at ſome o. 
thex«toor yet unknown to us, as he 
feems to intend :- now whether the 
. eſtabMhment ought to be ſnchunder 
the Goſpel as may univerſally cxs 
cent all but what is received, of ſich 
as may contrive ſome holy prudenti- 
all way, for trying any new revealed 
traths , if ſuch be offered clearly from 
heaven by the hands of men, we finde 
that in Arts & Sciences the Siſfemes 
are not ſuch as wilt admit of noad- 
vancement : the profoundelt agents 
in nature are led* daily on to new 
experiments, and the Ariſtotelian 
magiſtrality hath been found no lit- 
tle hinderance to young travellets 
in the regions of nature. 

And that which may carry us on 
further in this enquiry, is the poſſi= 
bility of not ſeeing all at once, 
D 3 ſtrength. 
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ſtrenghened by experience in orr 
own and others reformations ; yet 
here we muſt enquire too, whether 
Kingdomes ought to fit fo looſe in 
their decrees , and whether the con- 
Tcience, of Nations or Parliaments 
are, to remain ſtillin ſuch a conſtant 
.potentiality to new degrees, 'and 
.wherher ſuch a way would not keep 
a; Kingdome alwayes tottering and 
uncertain? Yetfuirther, whether the 
Ppetentiality of acquiring new degrees 
of, this nature, would not bring ſuch 
an alteration as were rather per fe- 
&zve,then corruptive,or deſtra tin? 
.and tit fo,,. whether theſe jea/on/ies 
. ay: not be fayed ? we ſee, that in 
the bodics natural and ſpiritual, 
there 1s a potentiality to any perfe- 
ive alteration , as in the aire to 
{ight, and in the. ſoxl to degrees of 
Wumination, till they come to the 


#ature of the fulneſſe of Chriſt. - 
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The attvanters ont of Babjlon. 


IT our” commings- out of-B aby lon, 
F we- haveimatty: ' fellow *trawellers 
thar pferetid as well;to leave her be - 
hinde 'as 'we; and theſe are called 
Heretichs , Schiſmuticks;, Anabap- 
tifhs,” SeparatiſÞ.0Now' bafore wee 
be 'to0 fir engaged in this;:being 


they are fuch as. pretend'ts 'come 


from the ſame point of advancement, 


or ſetting forth, it would be well 


enquired how Popery and Prelacy 
come/te oppoſe them fo Uire&tly, 


and thay iutereſt3 to ber lo) inconfi- 


ſtent”, if they beiall enemiosto' the 


truth : T finde Chriſts maxime tend. 


to another ſenſe, How: can Sathan 


-caff vit' Sathan ?' yet hereagain ,»I Mat.rzM 
finde'thet Sathian mayappearas well 16. 


an AnSl of Eight ts: Dienkne(ſe; aind 


 Herefiesr may Walk abroad; aswell im 


white as in black ; and that fome-vi- 
ces are as inconſiſtent and deſiruttive 


'to 6ne-axnother; as kites and vertnes. 


D4 How- 
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However , they pretend with us to | 
come out of Babylon, fo it 1s pofl1- | 


ble they may only miſtake their way 
in their going. out : yet we muſt ask 
further in fach caſes, where popery 


. & Prelary agree with us thus gu ane- 
- ter150 (as appears.in this one expert- 


ment of-calling the others Hereticks 
and Sehiſmaticks) whether a godly 
jealouſte may not do well? forir is 
poſſible, ro caſt out the comrſer part 
of popery and Prelacy, and yet hold 
tt by a finer threo, as it hath been to 
this age 1n our partial Reformations, 
when at firſt peppery was caſt out only 
by the head, and fo gradually till 
holding it by ſome parts, for. it is 
harder caſting.out'a myſterie then e- 


very one conjeQures at the firſt ſight, 


for popery being a myſterie in the Spi- 
rits ſenſe, hath ſomething more then 


a viſible traine of Nicrarchy. courts 


and ceremonies, there is ſomething 


more ſpiritual init, their mixed 2:t- 


ty, thetr tyrannie, their magiſtrality, 


ther #1iverſality,their implicite obes 


gdience, with others, &c. 


Now 'it. would be enquired what 


intereſt 


— 
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| intereſt or remainder theſe may have 


left behinde, for it is poſſible for po- 
perie to leave ſuch roors and ſtumps in 
the ground where it hath planted fo 
deeply, & to work again upon theſe 
hidden and occult diſpoſitions, for the 
Man of in roſe by ſuch isterefts at 
firſt, and this the holy Spirit had ob=- 


ſerved betimes, ſaying, the myſterie , T1.q., 
of iniquity doth already Work, defefti- +, 


on, compliancies, and ap:/taſies, as 
we have ſeen, are eaſily obtained, 
wFea the man of fin hath ſuch invi/f;- 
ble intereſts and agents layed in to 
work by ; nor » 2s the groler or 
more viſible ag«.#s the only meanes 


to actuate this Kingdom back againe 


cowapds Rome lo often (as we expe- 
rience.) but theſe morc ſecret and 
mercariall engines which 1 have na= 
med, Op 

Firſt. for their #»5ty, it Fath ſuch 
cold principles as freeze and con- 
geale mwltitudes heterogenially to- 
gether in the worſhip of: God, and 
then. puts the name of Scbiſme upon 
all the Reformed Charches that will 
not come into the. dark wich them, 
D 5 where 
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where all colours are like. 

Their tyrannie reaches to the moſt 
ſpiritual cruelty, That of compelling 
ſoules under the pexaltie of martyr- 
dome, | | 

Their magiſtrality, in obtruding 
the decrees of their counſels,thcir in- 
fallibility , with Azathema's , their 
Lording it over the heritage. 

Their #»5verſaisty, in ho[ding out 
their religion for Catholick, becauſe 


R.y.17.19 he ter horns have given thiir King- 


dom to th: Beaſt , though no longer 
then #»till the words of God fhall be 
fu fi'cd, 
.. Their implicite obedience , wherein 
all /ight and /:berty is demied to the 
eople, but ſuch as ſtreams through 
their miniſtery & diſpenſations, which 
muſt needs be oftheir own colour, 
and will never be purer, comming 
fo; Now theſe and fuch like would 
be enquired into further ; ard our 
oiniſtery may do well, a little more 
then they do,.to fer upon this part of 
diſtovery 'of the "intereſts of: popery 
and prelacie 1n their magiſtratity, #- 
nitic,and inplitire vbe4.ence (as their 
| Cove 
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- Covenant oblieges them) for this 


take to þe.the pirit pra part of 
it., and- Fr TRdtks the 


ſhall be'more fatthful h Res ove: 
nant , which ingages them tO a #14- 
verſall extirpation : and now chat 
we afe upon reforming, or refining, 
the extrations mult not be gnly, of 
the grofſer,. the Eragr ment,  ſwper ſti- 
tior, ceremonies; bilt of the'more eſ- 
ſencial, and formal, and vertual parts 
of pre/acie and popery in the things I 

named; only we muft take heed, that 
in ſuch extraRtions; the purer ſpirits 
doe' not exhale. with che othery i and 
therefore in ſuch ſpirirnall expert- 
ments thei furnace muſt be cliymicglly 
heared, fopit:is - poflible-- that qode 
Fity,! ordet; and ſubordination tay 
90 Gut" with ch other.,.itt the extra- 
Aonsbeimoreviolent, ; theh tho Word 
of God, and EA tug ORs will 
endueci- Logs 
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The ſeverall I ntereſts 


of REFORMATION 
in this Kingdome. ' 


- ,Tbe Supernaturall Intereſt. 


Tx ſupernaturall intereſt .ap- 
Pears.in thoſe many great and 
eminent:mercs, ſince the firſt 
- opening of Heaven upon, this 
Nation/ I reckon: now from our own 
late epothe.of Reformation, ) 
And firft in that deſigne of calling 
a Parliament, and engaging them 
againſt the Kingdome ot Scotland, 
and;1ſo to have turned back the Re- 
formation i in its firſt advancing, a ae- 
fgne not unlike that of Herods , of 
killing 
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kiting Chriſt in the cradle ; and here 
God let in ſome glimpſes;-and caſt.in 
ſome jealpuſies intothat great Copn- 
fel, which reſcuediit from ſuch-an in- 
gagement, and for-all the Stare Ar- 
tifice of Conrt Declarations,and pre> 
tences ; ſuſpicions ſprang up in the 
hearts of pzople, and though armies 
are levied by prerogative, and carri- 
ed down, yet 6 0d takes off their ſþy- 
1its and /ucceſſe, both in their advan- 
cings and skirmiſhings with Scotland, 
and this is made by Providence, a-ne- 
ceſlity, of calling a Parliament again, 
ſo as this inter deſigne of the ene- 
mies, ſerved. onely to land us upon 
clearer diſcoveries. 

This Parliament is ſhmmoned;,and 
excellent Members elected by. a. £or- 
rupt commonalty, ; $9. a the voxre of 

the Lord Einyon the Water, | 

And now all things worke and 
turn upon heavenly engines , and the 
long deſign of kee piny of P.4 liament?, 
js turped-into a; neceſlity; aha; $7507 
all one, ang, further , to:thatiof an 


;cverlaftiug one, by an.att of conti- 


nuation; and God bath faftencd it 4s 
| a 
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a vaile im a ſureplace, and now Re-' 
br mation moves forme degrecs on. 

Votes and ſuffrages begin to difin- 
terefle Progeyit and Prelicre| Gods 
voice 4s tipos the waters again, "'Petis: 
ttonsapon Petitions from-Cuy and 
Countries for'Reformation , a migh- 
ty over- powring {till in 'the woices 
and votes for Reformation,;-both in 
the houſe, and elſewhere; Papiſts and 
PoPith caſt out of 7 ntereſt, and place 
in the great Counſell, the Preroga- 
tive lofinig - many” State-adVawtt 4- 
#7, and TIO —_ E ocke Fa 
frical,- 
The contraty- ueſ TL, of Teſultes 
and Prelates diſippointedy and all 
turned iinto-deſignes for Relioioxand 
. Liberty, and Pimiry with Sedtidad:- 
The flacrall: plots -defeitted : and 
diſcovered, — Were Mdronnees- 
mining. 71 

- That: of bringing: up the Army 
fromthe Northarfirft.- 

Thar'sS hrihgins the age 
the doors df the poliartienc;” | \. 

That of betraying the ©M*l5tra of 
-City and Parliament, and ſurprizing 
all. The 
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the ſeveral endeayours of betray= 

19s Cities, Towns, Armies. 
The'corrupting Parliament Agents, 
and getting intereſts in their ſoverall 
counfels and forces.” ' | 

The attempts of unclaſping us 1n- 
to ſeveral parties. 

The 'relftoring'a Parliament ' fr 0195 
the day of (mall things, in the zenera{{ 
defeatures, not long ſince, * 

The preſerving the moſt famous 
City of Lendon, which hath been like 
Ezexvels potters honſe, the place 
where all the Wheels of Reformation 
moved. 

And to all theſe, an aſſembly of 
many godly and eminent men for re- 
pairing the Temple, voting out Pre- 
Jacy and Superſtirion in the places 
where they fate vorifig not lofig fince 
ro eſtabliſh ir,” with Oathes and 
LAaWess 

.The ſeverall ſiccefſe of Bartels 3 at 
Keintor, Newbery, York; &c. 

The Proteſtations and Corvenantr, 
like heavenly cordage to faſten beth 
Parliament and Kingdomes, and 


make them the more ſtedfaſt and un- 
moveable 
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moveable in-the-work of the Lord.” 
The many ſeverall preſervationz 
and ſucceſles of late, as that of New- 
caſtle. - | 
Thus the ſupernaturall intereſt 
hath wrought, and things have been 
as it were created and ſupported , by 
that naked power, and wi/dome of God 
2 Chriſt, which carried on his { harch 
with fgnes and ;»ondery, in the times 
of-its firſt riſing. 


The ſpiritual Intereſt. 


"Re next intereſt I finde Reforma- 
tion to-.have in this Kingdome 15 
ſpiritaall. . = 
And :firſt the. many interrupted 
aſſayes formerly. by godly Divines 
and others in the reign both 2. 
Elizabeth, and King Fames, by Pc- 
tition, Treatiſes, Dayes of prayer and 
ſeeking Ged, the ſeed time;of which 
light we.now. enjoy, {ight is ſown fas 
the righteors. | 
The many afſemblings of private 
Chr iſttans, 
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Chriſtians, in latrer times. their /pu- 
rituall contributions then of prayer 
and humiliation. 

And now the means of grace pow- 
red out ſo effecually in Preaching, 
and propheſying, and prayer amongſt 
us. | 
The effeHtual drer which is opened 
of late, and a ſeeking to Siox with 
our faces thitherward, 

The return ofthe baniſhed, perſecun 
ted, godly. I 
The daily feekings to heaven, in 
folemn humiliations, 
The Goſpel lightning from many 
| Treatiſes, Diſcourſes, Expoſitions. 
 The:ſendtng out labonrers into the 
harvelt , the ſpringing up of many 
young Prophets, as if this generation 
were the Seminary for the next : and 
to theie /prrituall /abſidiaries in our 
own. K:1ngdome, the prayers, and ho. 
ly oi bites of all other Refer- 
med Churthes of Gei many, Geneva, 
New- England, the Netherlanas , 
with the: Churches in Fraxce, and 
Scotland, and low Ireland, thei all 
fall in with us into the /þirirnal dee 


fire 


Cant. 2.17 
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figne of Ref! ormatuon, We are engaged 
in. 

This ſpirituall intereſt reaches to 
every Orainance of God, to every 
miniſt-ation, to every grace, to every 
ſpiritual facmltir , or power: that 
makes towards Heayen,or God, Mm 
this Kingdome, or other reformed 
States. | 

This Intereſt is yet ſtrongeri in the 
Prophetieall part of it, the pf An- 
gel now pouring out his vio!l on the 
ſeat of the beaſt + andhereT dare fol- 
low Expoſitors to this, That Babylr: 
is falling in the near patts of it ; and 
for the time of the torall ruine , the 
Propheſi ie runs ſtrongly, and the In- 
rerpreters too,that i isnot much aboye 
{ixyears. 

To thele, the meltings and difſo]- 
vings of cuſtomes, traditions, ſuperſti- 
tions, for the day PER, and the ſh- 
aowes fly away. . | | 

The enemies filling up "the meaſurt, 
and Ephah, by their daily ſimnes,, jd 
latries, and provocations. 

_- The work of God upon Sion and 
7eruſalem, or his pcop 'C, in the pre- 
ſent 
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ſent wais or tribulation: 


ſhe ## -nding. [pirituall remedy of 
many godly Divines, in the conjune 
ure ofan Aflembly.who like Aron 
and Har, hold up the hands of Ho- 


Jes. : 


The Politick tr C vil Intereſt, 


J He power andadting ofthe King 
or Szpreme,'1n a Kingdome Ac- 
»archically conſtituted, as this would 
ſoon give the Reformation a power- 
full and ſpreading Intereſt, as we fee 
1n one Cyr, and Artaxerxes, and 
Conſtantine, and an Edward, and 
Elizabeth; therefore Princes are cals 
led nurſing Fathers,and nurſing Mo- 
there, to the Churches of Chriſt : yet 
though we want this [tereſt for the 
preſent, and the per/dnall afFings of 
a King, yet wee have inthe meane 
time a ſupplement, a Parliamentary 
regall power of two Kingdomes: A 
ttrong fundamental in the work of 
Refermation,anda:power very ages 
| able 
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able to the conſtitution of both, and 
very naturall, for the propagating 
Reformation in this Kingdom , ant 
this improved by Aſſociations, and 
Covenants. 

The preſent power, armies , and 
ſucceſle in mak of the parts in this 
Kingdome, but the Welt; and yet 
ſome ſtrong Intereſts there to. 

The conſideration with other Pro- 
teſtent States and Churches, (though 
I could with it more) the commoti- 
ons and troubles abroad, in Den- 
mark, in States of Ttalie, Germante, 
Spain, France, whoſe engagements 
Stves them not time, to apply them» 
ſelves to our diſadvantages &Uiſtra- 
Ctions ; God making them to hear a 
ramoar of War in their own land. 


——_— _— 


Further Searchings. 
T. 


No8-communton, ax Exc0r1mication. 


. o o A —_— 
c=y there is ſuch a difference 


amongſt us, concerning Nox-cons: | 


rKnion, and Excommunication, that 
the 
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the firſt is not ſo proportionable,and 
:dequate, agd powerfnll as. the lat- 


d|ter:-now, that which may be conli- 


trable here, 1s, whether it appear 
in Ordinance or no, and then all 
{ach conſequences are ſaved, and the 
objeRtions are but imaginary ; for if 
it be an Ordinance, and ſpititually 


'[trenghened. and armed from Hea- 


ven: it is all ' one whether you call 


"| it Non.communion , or Excommunis 


"m: nor is it the weakneſje -of any 


[thing on the worldly ſide-of it, that 


ought to make us prejudge it for no 
Ordinance, becauſe there may be an 


[heavenly and ſpirituall ſupplement 


to make up whatſoever may be ſuſpe: 
Qed in tt. 


— ——— 
LE T———GWY. Rs 


*y 4 
Nationall and Congregational. 
That which - makes the difference 
tteſt ' ſabje&t for Church.ordinan- 
ces, and we differ here in. point 
of latitude -and qualification ; for 
on the one ſide, 1t is thought that 
OE a people 


_ is, a difputing about the 


woe wx TEI&s-- wen. 2 
OD Eo eee cy. m4 


wd" Es n_—_——— 
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a people natiov2il, ire Te Ht rect. 
picnts of ali the Cra:nerices ; on the 
other ſide, it 5 thought a De: FY 


ly CONTrecatliGnagiiy art £46 IT rech, 
. _ q I-22 2 
pients, and 'yc<t here is no hich diffe. 


rence ; if we work h1;her, we thall 
ſee that ſuch quali* cations are tated 
by both , and ſuch cautions, as the 
Ordinances are, but neither proſti. 
tuted by the one; nor the other, but 
a due regard had to the prediſpoſing, 
and preaccommodating to the Ordt. 
nances, which are of a pure and hea. 
venly conſtitution. 


Concerning the Model in 
SCriptHrese | 


Hat which makes the controverſie 

here, is the conſideration of Gods 
way of policy at the firlt with his 
Church, under the. Tabernacle and 
Temple , which were all: ſo. exactly 
& compleatly ſent dowa from Hea, 
ven, with laws, and:cautionary- pres 
cepes, for the juſt gbſeryance , and 


r0 
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to theſe under the Goſpel the noti. 
ons ih Scripture, of Kingdom, City, 


| Family, Othicers,, Offices, Church. 
cenſures, Adjminiſtrations,,, Applica. 


tions, with many things of ſpirituall 
policy , both 1n principles. and pra. 
Rice, with neceſſary inference from 
Gods, firſt method : On the other 
ſide, all this is acknowledged, yet in 
a little, more: latitude, and godly 
prudence 1s let in, for making up 
ſomething where there is not a defi. 
ciency ſutpeAed : but no clear prin. 
cipjes or rules revealed ,. .. 


 SETIS — 
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-Pxetended H erefies, Diwiſions . 


By; Se hagld not goahout ro ex. 

Ac S.cute or:defend any errout,clear- 
ly convicted, ſo not to condemn any 
thing for errour, which ſeems not to 
beare up; equally to our received 
principles: and. here wee mult ob- 
ſerve that ;there are many, who 
when.the notion of errour or hereſie 
isabrgad, are only Pentioners to the 
** multitude, 
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multitude, and meaſure the errour 
or hereſie; by thoſe that are for it. or 


againſtit, and are refolved however, 
ro write that way that they ſee the 
moſt condemn; and theſe are ſuch, | 
who though they do not kindle, yet. 


they blow the fire. amongſt us : and 
I have obſerved: that theſe do ſo 
overwrite a cauſe, that at length they 
improve an errour, and arme it-more 
againit the truth then it was before, 
by. charging things on the wrong 
ſide of it, as we have ſeen of late : 
and thus while we think to gain , by 
ſetting in ſuch a promiſcuous ſtream 
of oppoſers, we rather loſe : as in the 
caſe of ſome preſent controverſies, 
who cophain that they are rather op= 
preſſed then convinced, and boin 
down, then writ down ; & certainly, 
that web makes vs on all ſides fo far 
from peace, and ifſue , or ſucceſle : 
the more we diſpute, 1s our intem- 
perancy and unnaturall heats, in 
which we ſpend as much paper as in 
the cauſe it ſelf : and I am ſure in 
ſome differences I could name, the 


, truth ſtands by, while we wrangle 


befide 
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belide it; arid the duft that we raiſe-in 
atguing,makes thetruth leſle diſcern. 


{able; and that which is confidera- 
[ble amongft.us hene,jis the exceeding. 
[prejudice received, againſt, difference 
| of judgement, anddiviſions,, not con- 


tdering that it:1s Gods ſecret or en- 


zine for diſcovery, as well. of truth as 
crrour,. and for advantaging the one, 
1s well ag diſadvantaging the other. 
To inſtance in our late debates abour:. 
Government, it will appear that truth 


is improved, and hath received ad-. 


vancement fro thoſe very pemcipics 
that ſeemed to oppole it ;;, and; Iam 


ſure in the caſe _of the Antinomians, 


that errour about Free-grace hath 
drawn \Qur .Divines into more ftudy- 
ing and;preaching it then-before,and 
ſtaring. clearer; and the very Here: 
fies;almoſt of alltimes; have acciden- 


tallyi- advanced ' ſome paxticular 
Scripture truch, And that very con- 
troverſie - about; the Miniſtery recei: 


ved from-, Biſhops,' hath brought 
torth ſome adyantage amongſtmany, 


of.the godly,,.even, a deep humiliati-, 
on, becauſe: x,cameto ys with a mark 
pf E 


of 


--- 


”, 
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of the beaſt withit: and-let not any 
jealouſie or fear of derogation or dif. 


paragement, cauſe us to fold it up 
without any Nationall contrition or: 
acknowledgement , now-1n a ſeaſon] .. 


when we are laying new fpirituall 


fundamentals, as in that late 4 for | 


Ordinatios : let the Prelates own de- 
ſignes of connivence, whole princi: 
ples date not look the Light inthe 
face, = op : Jef} and 


© —— —_ — — 0 ——_— — — 


Selfe mmaulgency : with the right 
1G of Hereſtes and Errours. | 


| Spar it is impoſſible but Hereſies 


and Errowrs ſhould be, though 


there be a wwe upon the Authors and 


Abetrors, ſ6 as one wopld think this 


prediaisn of Chriſt ſhould coole us 


in the. heat of- our - tumults about 
them, and we ſhould make no won- 
der at that which Chriſt hath prepa- 


Ted usſo/long'before handto receive; 


_ yet here-we ſhould: doas the Dr/cr- 
ples did ;* when their Lord hadfore-/ 
oo” told 


ways en 
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'tol4 them of. a treachery to befall 


him, every one ſaid, Maſter ts it ] ? 
this refleQtive diſpoſition, or ſelfe- 


jealouſie I finde much wanting in 
-many, While every one rather ſttsar_ 
med at his own door, and will ne: 

' ther ſearch his houſe himſelf, nor fut- 


fer another to goin without oppott- 


tion : and thus all count their opini- 


ons truth.and will not do ſo much as 
ſuſpect their own judgements, which 
was not the D#ſciples praftice ; and 
ſo we are forced to confute one ano- 


ther, while no man will confate-him. 


ſelf,and thus differences are inflamed,” 
And beit, that the things we con. 


 demn tor Hereſies and Exrours, be 


ſo, then there is this left us, to work 
up to Gods defigne in ſuch caſes, and 


to turn them into advantages for the 
-truth, and fuch a work is next to 
. Gods, who takesinevery ſinne-and-- 


ditemper , and makes it a ſome- 


.thing to his glorious ends, He hath 
commanded light to ſhine ont of dark= 
"neſſe. 


Are they Anabaptiſts,as they call 


them ? Let. it provoke us to awaken 


E 2 the 
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the Scriptures more for what we do ; 
let us ſtudy the ſubſtance of the Co. 
venant more, let us ſtudy Scripture 
inference and deductions more, let us 
{ſtudy the correſpodency of the Seals 
under both diſpenſations more, and 
we ſhall gain this, tobe able to do, 
what we do, upon clearer and ftron- 
ger principles. 

Are they Browniſts or Separartiſts 
as they call them ?: Ler it ſtir us up 
to look to our Fundamentall truths 
better, to our Miniſtery, to our 
Churches, to our Practices: and fare 
while theſe controverites involve us 
more into the Scriptures, we ſhall 
only come. forth more refined and 
clearer. in judgement and pracice; 
and what we might poſſibly have ta. 
ken in under the notion of Traditi- 
on or Authority , and fo have enga, 
ged our ſelves implicitely to the 
truths we profeſſe, we ſhall now give 
up unto God 4 more reaſonable [ay 
Crifice, 

Arethey Antinomians, as ſome cal 
them ? or theſe that cry down Law, 
or duties? Let us draw. this ad... 
vantage, 
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vantage , fo ſeek ont how the riches 
of Free grace are offered, and how 
the Law 1s eſtabliſhed by the Golpel, 
and what-power of it is annulled, 
& howChriſt is to be advanced above 
all, and how heisall in all, and the 
true Fountain in whom our life is 
hid ; and that our being in him, and 
hein us, 1s the cauſe of all graces and 
duties in us: and that our life now 
in grace ought to be in conformity 
tothat we ſhall ive hereafter in clo. 
ry, where being filled with Chriſt, 
we ſhall only live to the obedience 
and praiſe of him , for that work of 
jultification and redemption we had 
by him : and let us ftudy to give du- 
ties their right origination,order and 
end,Prayer, Repentance,Obedience, 
&C. as grcces that flow from Chriſt 
into his, 'and back again from his in- 
to Chrilt ; and that we interpret all 
Scriptures that concern either Chriſt, 
or the 1 aw, Or Sin, or Obedience, or 
Duty , into the-glory of God in 
Chriſt, that all our concluſions may 
exalt him, whom God had in deſigne 
only to exalt, To be a Prince and a 


Saviour, E 3 And 
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And thus we ſhould drive on Gods 
ends more then we doe, in making 
every thing ſerve his glory, and our 
own edification, and not daſh our 
ſelves meerly one agair{t another, 


and' go out only in vapours of heat 
andi'oppoſition, which too many do, 


— ——- <—_— a — M———  N —_——__—_ ——__ _—_—_——— 


Trials of God amorg(t us. 


'F Bat which is an argument of trou., 
© ble, and diſtration to carnall 
judgements, ought to be the only 
confirmation and firengthening to 
Gods people, who live in a higher 


region, and ſtand on the vantage - 


grourd above the men of the world, 
and fee how the deiignes of Heaven 
are managed, and are able to dil- 
cern that in the creature , which 0- 
thers are not, even a providence 
work which ſhines forth in the con. 
£exture of things and affairs, like the 
Cun beams on the wall and hidt letit 
be no wonder that God is in the 
midſt of troubles and rumults, [wid 
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5 when, With hrs people tn captivity; it Judg.s. 1 I 
was ſo asthe Prophet conld fay;; Car 
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ſrake all Nations, ſayes.God.,; and 

then it follows, the deſire of all. Nati- 

ons (or Chriſt ) ſhall come before me ; \,__ 
and when he was with Iſrael he was Ss. 
in a cloud and- fi-& at one time, in 
lightning and” thander at another; x Kin 19. 
and when with his Prophet, there 13. 
Went 4 WhirleWinde and fire before 

kim, and rhe Spirit of God which q 
knowes Gods manner of preſence i 
beſt, ſets him forth thas, Our God ® Pſal. 50.3 ] 
Jhall come, « fire ſpall devonre him, and. 
it ſhall be very tempeſtuousromnd a- | 
bont him : when he was with Giaron * 
an] his people, it was fo, as he conld [i 
ke jittle of him, If the-Lordbe with K 
us, nhy ithen tis all this befallen #8 2 h 


theſe dry bones live ? When with his Eze. 37-4 
Diſciples, it was {0., -as there Was n9 j 
cometimeſſe in him, ewes not deftrd. 
ble : when with his Apoſtles, che Ifay 53: li 
ſtrook the room with a whit lewinat, '# 
and enliy htned it with fire. ff 
See Gods method and goings be- | 
fore amongſt: his. people, .and you 
{hall trace him now intheſameyſpiri- 
B 4 = tuall 
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tuall-and providentiall impreſſions. 
Firſt, in our Parliamentary & Di- 

vine Aſſembly, and the riſing of peo. 


-ple to build the Temple of Ged; 10 it. 


was before;when the Temple in type 


' : -was raiſed, and the Lord ſtirred npthe 
ſpirit of Zernbbabel the ſonne of She- 


lathiel, Governonr of 7ndah, and the 
ſpirit of Joſhua the ſon of 7 oſedech the 


© -,, high Prieſt ;' and the ſpirit of all the 
| "exmant of the people, and they came, 


aud did workin the houſe of the Lord. 


- In the beginnings of the war, when 


a few Delinquents drew in ſo great 
a party to the Kings party, & when 
{o'many revolred from the work ; 10 
41t* was. before in. that of Gibeah, 
which got inthe Tribe of Bexj amin 
ro- their quarrell againſt all 1/rael. 
And in that of eAbijah and Ferobo. 
ary , when Ferobeam' was fonr hun- 


. dred thouſand men more thin Fudah : 


but there Were gathered to them vain 
men, the children of Relial, Who 
thought to withſtand the kingdom of 


the Lord, With whom was a great 


multituae , and goldes'Calues,, who 
caft out the Prieſts of the Lord :''But 


with 
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with Abijah was the Lord God, and 
the Priefts which miniſter wnro the 
Lord, and they Which bars ſacrifice 
morning and evening, aud which ſoun- 


ded trumpits to cry alarm againſt yr, 
0 children of Iſrael. | 


|, . In the Contributions brought into 
' the work of the Lord, as the Plate, 


Money, Jewels, Levies, Loanes. So Nek.z. 
| it was before, when ſome of the | 
chiefe of the Fathers gave unto the 
work , and the reſt of the people, 
rwenty thouſand drams of gold and 
ſilver, 

In the divers ſucceſſe the enemies 
had in the proceding of this War : 
So it was before when the Sons of 
Belial in Gibeah involved a whole 
Tribe into their quarrel, and got the 
| better of it in divers battels. 

In the battels and victories we had 
in many places, as Edge-kill & York, 
where our multitade did not dehver 
us. So1t was before in Gi4eons,when 


Judg.z0. 


God took off his Army to three 
kundred, and then gave him the ſuc- 
cclle againſt his enemies. 

. In other particu'ar deliverances of 


E 5 | beſieged 


(| 
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beſteped places , as Bradford, Hul, 
Lime, Gloceſter; SO it was .1n Ziph, 
in Keilah, in Jeruſalem, when God 
cauſed Saxl and Senacher1b to-hear a 
rumour of war to divert them from 
the liege. | | 

In our diviſions about ſome ©crip- 
ture truths, in our murmurings and 
diſputings, and our wayes of conci- 
liation by an Aſſembly. So it was 
before amongſt the Brethren , till a 
Councell at 7ern/alem reconciled 
them : So amongſt the Grecians and 
the Hebrewer,.cill the Brethren were 
called rogether to conſider of it. 

In the diſcoveries of Confpiractcs 
and Plots againſt Parliament, and 
City, and Armies. So it was with 
If-acl, when Eliſha diſcovered the 


 councels of the Syrians : So with - 


Nehemiah, when Sanballats and T 0+ 
Fiuhs plots were revealed : So with 
the Iewes, when Hamans was diſco- 
vered and defeated : So with Abſvr | 
tons, when Achitophels was turned | 
into folly. The Lord is known by the 
juagements that hee executes : the- 
Wicked is ſnared in the Works of their 
own hands, | In. 


Princes of the' Provinces. 20. 34+ 


fore when 1/rael had loflcafrerloſte 


_ gain : and thus keeping up-a ſtanding 


- ment on) his: enemies; So 1t: was be- 
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In ſtirring up the younger fort ins 
to attempts againſt che Armies and 
enemies of God. So it was before, 
when Ahab ſaid, By Xhwm? And be 
ſaid, Ewen by the young men of the | Kir 


In railing up new Armies after diſ- 
comhtures and loftes; 'as inbhe ge- 
nerall rout we had throughout the 
Kingdome not long ſince, 'when:our 
Couthern, Weſtern, and Northern 
Armies were:/ſ{cattered. 'So'it wasbe- 


in their way to:Cazaan,. and {til re- 
cruited by the power of their God. 
In carrying on the cauſe through 
windings & turnings through lofles 
and victories, making ns a mutuall 
{ſcourge to one attother; daſhing: us 
both in pieces, and .repairingius a- 


affligion amongſt us, till his work'be 
finiſhed on Mount $v1on, &:hisgudge- 


fore, '\when 1/rael-and' [ndib were 
engaged againſt each 'other : $0 it 
was with '[on«hs ſhip , when they 
rowed'hard to ſhore, our they could 
m0ot 
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not, for the winde bleW and Was tem- 
peſtuous againſt them. C 


av VU 


So 
——d _— 


God ſtanding T; theſe times. | 


-T Hey that would fee God-in this 
work, muſt conſider the ſpirits als 
eſſe ofthe deſigner, and Gods way of | 
myſterious atting, and not let them- 
ſelves down into the creature, and 
think that the breaking of an Army, 
- ora Party, breaks Gods deſigne ; for 
it remains the ſame yeſterday and to 
day, and the ſame for ever ;and God 
takes in miſcarriages, diſadvantages, 
and improbabilities, - and ſeeming 


- impoſſibiliries, and treacheries, and 


enemies workings, and makes them 
all-work into his-purpoſe : He took 


'1natreacherie at the:compleating of 


the-ſpirituall:deſigne of our redemp- 
tion, and a I#das mult accidentally, 


though wofully, help inthe work of 
" our falvation. | So:thar- if we would 


but ſtudy Gods deligne concerning 
his Church and method, and riſe up 
\ higher 


- jt1S. when -the Gentiles are his. peo» 
T ple 
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higher then theicreature & the'crea- 
rures method-in'ourconceptions,and 
look on the other fide of it, weſhould 
not be at ſuch loſſes and ſtands; and 
in ſuch deſpondencies and diſcou- 
ragements as we are : And while we 
oraſp at the creature too faſt, either 
at Agents, .or:Afmies, or. Counſels, 
God many times (as we expericnce) 
drawecs them either off from us, or us 
from them. | 
Again, we muſt look at Gods ftand- 
ing amonglt us : Heis not now as he 


appeared to 1/rael on the[{Mountain, 


with. a clear paved Work of FR) aphire 


#nder his feet ; but he is nowashe 


was before in the viſions, he ſtands i; 
the bottome among the Mirtle trees, 


084 red horſe, ſo ſhaded as none. but 
his own:can fee him ; His ſpiris 15 in 
' the wheeles, and one wheele within a- 
- nother :: He walks in the' midft: of 


the, ſexen golden Candleſticks, yet 


none: but: :a;;Dilciple ſees him ': The 
. work of -Church- providence is intyi- 
| yu and 'pexplexcd ; fo it was when . - 
the lewts were his people,: and now, - : 
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ple too; foit was inthe firſt pare of 
his work abont his 'Church, and fo it 
is inthis ſecond part of his work too ; 
for itis all but -»e'Work, only in ſe. 
verall complexions and methods, to 
J/rael ard the Gentiles, 


Maximesof Retro &R- 
MATION. 


Gor's cngagement; for deliverance. 


bg rmrn the people. of God are 
under any ſpirituall or civill 
oppreſſion , God will be ſure to be 

.mandefull of them , deſigning ſome 
. . courſe for their deliverance, not mm 


the way of his common providence, 


but fro the engagement that he hath © 


laid upon himſelt by covenant : 4nd 
im chis his ſeafon 'of thoughts to- 
wards them, their {ighes and com- 
>plainmgs of foul do move him and 


| -put'him-on, and actuate his wifdome 
=x04.2, F100 Experiments. And the chilarer 


wf.. Iſrael ſighed by reaſon of bondage, 
& they cried, & their cry cams up un- 
to 


— — — ts 
Cw <a tare 


Dawnings of Light. 
to Grd and Gud beard their groan, 
and remembred his covenaiit, and hat 
reſpelt unto them 
Eminent workinrs, 

When God ſets himſclt ro deltver 
a people, he comes towards ſome of 
them in ſome eminent working,” and 
engages them to.80 before the:;Peo- 
F Come therefore, and I Will ſend thee 
unto Pharaoh , that thou maiſt bring 
forth my people. | ; 


Diſp;ſiricys b:forehand, 
When God intends aQuilly to en- 
large 2 people , he layes in diſpoſiti- 
ons beforchand into rhe hearts of che 
Princes and Elders , ſo that all their 
motions ſhall fall eaſily into ſuch 
conjunctures as tend:that way. i 
And they ſpall hearken unto thy £6.11 
voice, and thiu ſhalt come, thou and { 

the Elders of Iſrael, 

Gods tefegne «pon obſtrieflions; 
When. the Lord is upon the work 
of enlargement and bringing out his 
people, he often allowes the obſtru- 
Gtons which their enemies caſt i 
an 


Ex0,4.16, 
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and yet goes on to make up his glo- 
rious deſigne of their impediments. 
And I am ſure the King of Epypt 
will not let you go, n#, not by a mighty 
haxd. | 


/Autuall concurrences. 


'The Lord in the great deſigne of 
leading forth his people, acts both 
the Elders and Miniſters into mutual 
concurrences and ſtrengthnings of 
each other}, that the failing of each 
may be made up by the others ſup- 

by 
; "ad Aaron ſhall be thy ſpokeſms.2n 
unto the people, and he ſhall be to thee 
in (tead of a month, and thou fvalt be 
to hims in ſtead of God, 


Some experiments eccentrick to 
Gods time, 


There are oftentimes certain ex- 
periments which the people of God 
make 1n their way to deliverances 
before the fulneſſe of time come : 


- Bur: {till there 1s ſuch a want of cor- 


reſpondency in the things they look 


for, that they make no proceeding, - 


but faile, being eccentrick to Gods 
time of ſucceſle, _ He 


, Dawaings of : Light. ON | 
He ſuppoſed his brethren'would have aas 7.25 | 
underftood bow that Ged by his hand | 
| wonld deliver them, but they unaer- | 
| ſhhodwots il Coun adhy  ban l 
| . "Succeſſe through diſadvantage 
' When God ftirs up a people to.g0 
T out from bondage, he gives the ene- 
| my the liberty of obſtruting and ra- 
' ging, and. drawes forth: his peoplc 
through- many. windings and. tur- 
nings; ſo as their paſſage is not.even 
and dire&,- but their ſuccefle is made 
up of difadvantages,of contraricties, 


and improbabilities. | 

He brought them out, after that he , &.7.36« 
had ſheWwea. ſignes and wonders in the. ff 
land of Egyp. j 


| .  Theſeaſon of ſecking God, | *_ 
| When tidings of publick calamity 
| are abroad, then 1s the ſeaſon of 
ſeeking God, and: enquiring after 
fin, and putting God in minde of co. 
venants and engagements that hee 
| {tandsinto his people. > 
| ' And they ſaid unto me, the rem: Neb. 1.3] 
nant that are left of the captivity there ,,« 8,10 
| inthe Proyince, are in.great affliction 
| and reproach; the wall of Hierwuſalen 


aljo 


T7 


> 
. 


| 


INch.3.11 
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alſo us broken down : and it came to 
pafſe when I heard theſe things, that 1 
ſate down and wept, and prayed, and [ 
ſaid, I beſeech thee O Lord remember 
noW thiſe are thy ſervants whom'thou 
haſt redremed. | 

Relations for aduastaging the 

cauſe of God, 

We muſt obſerve all-our relations 
in publick rimes', and ſee how we 
are placed for adyantaging the cauſe 
of God, and we muſt put-torward e- 
very engagement , ſtill keeping an 
eye upon him for directing our de. 
Hgnes to his own ends, 

Prefper I pray thee thy ſervant this 
day, and grant him merty inthe fight 
of this mar: for I'was the Kings C kp- 
bearer. 

When to impart th: appearances 

ET os of "Y Sint 

That which will exceedingly-ex. 
cite the ſpirits of people torpublick 
endeavours, is a wile imparit1s the 
ſeverall preparations thit God hath 
made, and the appearances of God 
to the. riſes and d otnnities that are 
attempted; for men'are the eaſilyer 
drawn 
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| drawn to engage there, where they 
| ſee God ingaging firlt. : 1 
| Then I told them of the hand of my Nb. 2.18 | 
| God which was good upon me, 4s aiſo | 
| the Kings Words that he had ſpoken 
unto me, and thry ſajed , let 14 viſe 
up and build : ſo they ſtrengthened 
their haxds for this good work, 

Treating With few, and 4 juſt 
[wurveye 
In the firſt deſigning of Reforma- 
tion, it is good treating only with 
few at firſt, and that in ſecret, and 
to take as juſt a ſurvey of thenecelhi>, *. 
ty as YOU Can. q 
Arad I aroſe in the night ; T ayd Neb.2.12 
ſome few men With me , neither told 1 fi 
any man what "God kad put in m) 
heart, to do at fermſalem: neither 
War there any beaſt With me, ſave tht 
beaft that T rode upon. | 
Let y:nr enemies [te your intereſt. 
When the' enemies of God are 
beginning to plot againſt the endea- | 
yours of Reformation. the fafelt is 
to let them ſee the intereſt you reſt 
on, and that your judgement and 
refoln. * B 


Tit 
7 


i 
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reſolution is ſeated higher then to 
bee calily taken downe with con- |# 
tempts, or ſcandals, or praftices. | 
4 But when Sanballat che Hoyonite, | ! 
| Nehb.2.19 gyd Tobiah the ſervant the Amm3- |m 
_ nite, and Geſhem the Arabian heard |; 
| i#t, they laughed us to (corn, and deſpi- |th 
ſea u«,end ſaid, what 15 this thing that |G 
Jon do, will you rebell againſt the |yr 
King ? Then anſwered I them, and | yi, 
{aid-anta them, the Ged of Heaven he |G 
Will proſper -us ; therefore We hs ſer- | 
vants will ariſe and build: but you 
have no portion, nor right, nor mens9- | 1 
riall in Jeruſalem. — th 

Holy preparations, foundations, 

for Reformation. 

In the work of Reformation, your 
beginnings and foundations, muſt be 
layed in prayer and holy preparati- 
ons, the works. of God muſt be ad. | 
vanced in the wayes of 60d, and |? 
| Reformation muſt 'go up in ſanRi- 
1 _ fication. \|s 

<h.3.1. Then Eliaſhib the High Prieſt roſe |? 

| up with his Brethren, the Prieſts, and 
they built the ſheepgate, they (anifis 
ea it, and ſet up the doors of it event J 
unts 
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unto the tower of Meah,they ſanTified 
it wnto the toWer of Hananel. 


| 


Watching With both eyes. 

In the practices of the enemy , we 
muſt watch with both eyes, one to- 
wards Heaven, & the other towards 
the work we have ro doe ; though 
God is able to fortifie the weakeſt 
proccedings, and ſhade them from 
violence :.yet. we nwt not fo tempt 
God for extraordinaries, as we take 
rot the ordinartes he provides us. 

Nevertheleſſe we made onr prayer 
unto our God, ard ſet 4 watch againſt 
them day. and night becauſe of them. 

'T i2e time of the ſtrongeſt 


conſpiracies. 


The times of the enemies ſtrongeſt 
& molt effeQual conſpiracies,is then, 


when the work of Reformation ap., 
pears in ſome ſycceſle and prepa-' 


ration. 


But it came to paſſe, that When 
Sanballat and Tobiah, and the Ara- 
bians, and the eAmmonites ; and the 
eAſbdodites, heard that the wals of 


Jeruſalem Were 21ade wp', 4nd that 
| eo 


Neb. 4.9. 


Neb. 4-7. 
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the breaches began to be ſtopped , then 
they were very Wroth, | 
When Reformation is violent. 
When a people are ſuperſtitionfly 
* 2 Cro.34. principled, and Nationally conver- 
| red, reformation is but violent, and 
formall, and they turn only by a 
power from without, and not with- | 
; 1N, 
| Jer.3.10. eAſndyet for all this, her treacherous | | 
| iſter Tndah hath not turned wnto me 
with h:r Whole heart, but fainedly, 
ſaith the Lord. 
How people coole, 

When the people are all on aflame 
in Reformation , they. coole as ſoon 
upon intermiſſions ,. and obſtrudti- | 
ons, for ſuch heats are but moods 
and paſſions. O Ephraim what ſhall 
T do into thee ? O: Indah what ſhall I 
do unto thee? For your goodneſſe is as 
a morning cloud, and. as the early dew 
it go:th aWay. - Asin the time of El- 

1ah , when they. killed Baals Prieſts 

one day, and would haye killed Els 
Jah the Oy Frick 

Diſpenſations of r#7ht principles. 

| Tha a Rormitin ich laſt- 

ing 
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' ing, - muſt bee ſure to abound 
| with diſpenſation. of right. princi- 


ples, and there muſt ſuch courſes be 
projected,as the light may be'difper- 
ſed amongſt the. people, and inte- 


reſts muſt be ſought-for, by laying = ps 


in good principles to work out the 
bad, 
e/And with they he ſent Levites, 
and they tanght in tudah, &c. 
(arnall reaſoninegs in Reformation, 
' Take cheed: of carnall reaſonings 
in Reformatton , they will ſooneſt 


weaken the hands, for there 1sſcarce- 


any 'Reformartion ''but it will-hold 
out-.ſome parts which may offend 


[.the darker ſide of udgements or opt- 


ntons, there was ſo much in Ezzkr. 
ahs as might have-timbled ſome, be. 


catiſe- the very Serpent which 2oſer 
{et up was broken down ; and::ſo' 


michin*Chrifts,becabife he put down 
Moſes and the 'Law,which God him. 
ſelf had given, thoughhe did but in. 
deed fulfill it, and'fo mich in the A. 
poſtles, becaule res were men with. 


onr-fearningy which turned: back the 


Phariſces and Rulers that they could 
"ny, "ou 
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not believe in htm; ahd fo much in; 


ours now, becauſe old cuſtomes, and; 
old laws, and old traditions are bro. 
ken down, my 


T he asf —_ "a9 ana , 4 } 4 


In times of Reformation ,: there 
muſt be an eminent; deſigne amongſt 
many others, and that is the deſigne 
of. fixation, which muſt be advanced 
by all ſpirituall and; civill meanes .z, 
This Kingdome.:hath .moſt 'need of 
that', for they have, ſtill changed 
Religion with the change of ſucce(. 
ſors : and yet this deſigne of fixation 
muſtibe {9 cautionary; angd-proyiſio- 
nall;;as' may let them que to higher. 
degrees of .Reformation:, this was- 
Iſraels and Tudahs caſe, a recovering 
and backſtiding with the ſucceſſion. 
of good:and bad Princes? Oh'Indah. 
what, ofpall- I do, unto the for, your: 

goodneſſe 5 36 44 the BOYNE, C cland, ayd. 
As the rerl7 aew it goeth away, \. 
Reformation times, 
| Reformation times prove. often, 


vexy, hard and expenſiyetimes , ; ond, 


- times of murmyring.; yet chat 


not, make for: liſcouragement, but; 
redreſſe, And 
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And there was 4 great ory of the Neh, ;. 
people : ſome there Were that [aia, We $3147. 


have morgaged onr lands : ſome alſo 
that ſad: We have borrowed moneys 
T hes [ conſulted with my ſelf. 

In publick engagements particy= 
far intereſts muſt be laid by, and the 
yoke of oppreſſions taken off , and 


' the cauſe of God mult take up all - 


they that build their own houſes and 
the Temple together, are no fit 
workmen for a ſpirituall fabrick. 


I rebuked the Nobles and Elders, Nyc. 
and ſaid unto them, You exatlt uſury, 8. 


reGore I pray you, wnto them their 
lan.ds and their vineyards. 
A [ad Preferment. 

They that are called out to the 
public, ought to ler all their deſigns 
and . endeavours run in ſuch a chanel 
as may flow thither , and not to 
ſtream back, or aſide, in any other 


courſe. It is a fad preferment to be 


enriched wth the calamity of Church 
or State , and co build up your own 


| ſhip with the broken planks of the 


Kingdomes veſlels; or to ſettle your 
own inheritance;before the publicks. 
wr = 
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Net.5.16 F##t the former Governenrs were 
37, Chargeable unto the people, and had 
, taken of their bread and Wine , beſides 
forty ſhekels of ſilver : but ſo did not 
I, becauſe of the fear of the Lord; [ 
alſo continued in the work of the Lord, 
T alſo continued in the Work, of the 
Lord, neither bought we any land. 
No hearkening to pretencer. 
It is no ſafe hearkening or turn- 
Ing afide to the pretences of thoſe 
whom you are not aſſured of to be 
cordiall in the work: Such only make 
Out either toſtand in your way,or to 


rations to the publick. 

Then Sanballat and Geſhem ſent t0 
2we, ſaying, ( ome let us meet together: 
bug 1 ſent, ſaying; 1 aus doing 4 great 
work,Why ſheul 
I leave it ? 

Imaginary dangers. ; 

The fears and jealouſies, and 1ma- 
ginary dangers, are uſually the con- 
trivances of the enemy, nor ought 


common work, then - cautious for 


| them 


break the ſtrength of your applicy- 


the Work ceaſe whilſt , 


I 
( 


| 
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they to be reckoned further into the | 


ſtrengthening ; *they 'that -account | 
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| ſacceſſe have in it, and the more 


| for the Enemy winds in at theſe, to 
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them as other ſerve not ſo much the 
deſigne of God, as the Enemies : - 
For they all made 14 afraid, that we Neh.6.9; 5 
might do ſo, and fin, and there they *** 8 Yi 
might have matter for an evil report. 
Aſtoniſoment from God, 
The more that God is ſought to, 
the more of aſtoniſhment will the 


wonder and fear will it ſhed upon 


The greateſt hinderances., are the 
ſecret and inward workingsby ſach 
who hold correſpondency with ſome 
without : and if the work be Gods, 
there will be many of theſe : theres. 
fore relations,alliances & dependen. - 
cies ought to be carefully lookt to 


betray and act by. | 
The Nobles of —_ ſent many 
"2 letters © 
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letters unto Tobiah, and the letters of 


Tobiah came to them, and there Were 
many in 7udah ſworne unto him, be- 
— he was the ſon in law of Sheca- 
u#iah, Heavenly inſtruments. 

It is the ſafeſt and moſt harmont- 
ous in the work of God, to imploy 
ſich agents as have much of God in 
them; Heavenly work is the beſt 
ſet on by heavenly inftruments, 

Then 1 gave my brother Hananiah 
the Ruler of the Palace, charge over 
ern/alem, for he Was afaithfull may, 
4nd feared God above many,Neh,7. 2, 

 Publick deſignations. 

Tn publick deſignations to place 
or imployment, it is good ordering 
and diſpofing men abroad , accor- 
ding to their neareſt relations and 
intereſts, 

And appoint watches of the inhabi. 
$ants of feruſalem, every one in his 
watch, & every one to be over againſt 
bis own houſe, Neh.7.3. 


Or: grnations. 


In the proceedings of the buſineſs | 


of God, he hath his ſpeciall times 
of working, of gew beginnings, and 
| origt- 


| 
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* | originations : for God is never at 


ſuch a loſſe, but he knowes where 
to begin: and therefore we fall ve- 


| xy ſhort of Gods deligne, in doubt. 
ings and deſpondencies , ſeeing that 


| he is ſo immediate and infinite an 
| Agent ashe is. 


| 
"I 


And my God put into my heart to 
gather together the Nobles ana the 
Rulers, ec, 

Gods Treaſurers. 

Gods work is of that nature, that 
drawes out the ſtrength and contri« 
bution of all ſorts, and God only 
ſeems to lay up provifions amongſt 
his people for ſuch a time : Men are 
but treaſurers for God , and mult os 
pen their coffers, . when providence 
puts the key into their hands. 
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' It isthe ſureſt way, to conſult the 
Scriptures of God, and finde out 


the minde of him in every part of 
our way to Reformation; and to | 
draw out thoſe principles there, | 


which the people are to work by : 
The more light the multitude ſee 
from thence, the more firmly and 
faithfully will they walk. 

end Ezra opened the book tn the 
fe ht of the people day by day, from the 
firſt day unto the laſt day he readin 
the book of the law of God. 

T he mixed, or Neutraliſts. 

There ought to be a godly and 
faithfull care in the times of Refor. 
mation, to diſcriminate and ſepa- 
rate thoſe that are mixed or Neutra. 
liſts, for they are fach as ſtand in the 
way; and if the buſineſle flow into 


their orbe of negotiation , there it | 


{ticks and is retarded. 
In thoſe dayes ſaw I alſo ewes that 


had maried vwves of Aſhdad, of Am- ' 


20”, and Meab : and their children | 


ſpake half in the ſpeech of Aſpdod, and 


conld not ſprak in the JeWes language: 


| 


e-1n4 1 contended With them, and | 


ſmote 
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ſmeite them, Neh.13.23,24. 
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Prayer beforehayd. 
When we expe&t God down a- 
moneſt us to do ſome great thing for 
his Church, then ſhould be the ſea» 
ſon of our holy aſſemblings & meet- 
ings: andit is aſigne of Godsimme- 
diate following , when he ſends out 
a ſpirit of Prayer and Supplication 
beforehand, 

Then returned they unto Jeruſalem, 
and all continued With one accord in 
prajer and ſupplication, AQ. 1.12414. 

Pablick appointments, 

In publick appointments there is 
much godly prudence in ſelecting 
thoſe that are not experimentally 
known amongſt us, | 

Wherefore of thoſe men which have 
accompanied with us all the time, maſt 
ore be ordained to be a witnes, AQ&.1.21 

Reſort and Conſociate, 

When evident dangers and ob. 
ſtructions are in the way, , then it-is 
good for the people of God to re- 
fort and confociate, and to make 
the maine part of their deſigne a 
communicating of the ſtate of their 

we Bos affairs 
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affairs to God, for they relate moſt 
to him, and itisthe fitteſt to impart 
to him thoſe impediments what he 
can only remove. 

And being let go they Went unto 
their own company , and when they 
heard that , they lift up their voyce to 
God with one accord,erc, As 4.23. 

Differences compoſed. 

Differences amongſt the godly are 
beſt healed, and compoſed by the 
godly, and meetings or gatherings 
of the people of God are remedies 
very agreeable to the diſtemper. 

There aroſe a murmuring of the 
Grecians, againſt the Hebrews T hen 
the twelve called the multitude of the 
Diſciples together, 

Spiritmall providence. 

When once the Goſpel hath been 

admitted, there nuſt be a ſpirituall 


providence uſed, not only for px0- 


agating, bur trengthenins and 
bling, , 4 | 
Heard that Samaria had received 
the word, they ſent nato them Peter 
and John. 


= AneminemteAgent, 
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Tf there be any one agent whom y 
God hath eminently engaged and 
proſpered in+ his work, there ought 
' to bean eminent care forhis preſer- 
vation and accommodation , leaſt 'Y 
the light fall out if the candleftick be . 
| broken, 
eAnd they watched the gates day ARs 19] | 
and night to kill him, then the Diſci= 24,25, | 
ples took him by night , and let bins 
down by the wall in a backet, ' 
Gracious ſeaſons. | 

When the Lord gives any gracious 

. ſeaſons to his people from troubles 
or ara; thoſe times muſt be | 
only Spirituall, elſe the people of 
God come not up to.his ends inthe k 
| mercies received, and it may be juſt | 

with God to break off ſich ſeaſons, A 
when they are no better acknow. = 
ledged, 

T hen had the Churchet reſt aud "I 
ls Were edified , walking in the fear of — 9. | 
| the Lora, IM | 
 ___ Care incommunicating. 

Where any thing is acted by any 
| of the people of God, by a more 

| then ordinary light, there ought ro 
EE | be 
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; be mack care in communicating and 
_ clearintz- bp to the mindes of darker 
_ > Beethren,, the reaſons-and grounds 
-— -efſuchafings, and no ſuch diſpu. 
Tings or contendings as may rather 
ravelf out a controverſie, then guide 
#_-- ©. intoany orderly information, 
UA ix.  Avawhen Peter was come up, they 
3,3. * of the circumciſion contended With 
. him; And Peter rehearſed the matter 
from the beginning, and expounaed it 
= þy orderauntothem, . 
[© , The Wholecomnſels of God. 
þ.- *.  Ttisgodly prudence, to prepare 
people in their way to reformation, , 
k- + . With telling them as well of the ' 
>  Croffc'as the Crown, and to open 
==. " rhe true conſtitution of things be- | 
+ -_ Jow, andthisi-to publiſh the whole - ; 


FR... © contſels of God, and to lay ina 
= --- principle of patience, and premoni- 
I _.* Fion before any thing come to paſle. 
Ae 34. 7 P'7 returned again, and confir- 
Lis: . med the [onles of the Diſciples, avi 
he * © exborting them to continue in the 
Fe -- | faith, and that through much tribu- 
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b.- Gatyon we muſt enter into the kingdom 
2” EY WS. ' 
i + <P Ss | >. of Heaven. e ; 
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